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The GREAT 
ORACLE. 


W OD is the End of 68.1: 


- % N y 5. | God hath 2— 
7 5 15 1 | himſelf, in all his N .— A 7 


2 kl Counſets ; Neithes is 
3 Y there any End worthy 
of God, but God. Therefore all his 
Works as they begin in Him, ſo they 
end in Him, bringing ſome Glory 
to him. And among his Works 
Maw being a Chief, it muſt needs 
be thought, that a chief Glory ari- 
ways 1 unto GOD. Fer 
& 2: where 


* 
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where God ſoweth much, there doth 


he mean to require and reap much, 


I. Having then a great Plot of Glo- 
This Plot is | 


” -ovealed in % upon this Chief Creature of the 


| the Ward. Jower World, where ſhall we look. 


for the Diſcovery of this Plot, but 
in that J/ord wherein God hath re- 
vealed to Man (as much as may make 
for his Glory) his Ways, Works, and 
?/a.103.7. Counſels ? He hath made his ways 


known to Moſes, (faith the the Pſalms | 
iſt) and the Scriptures are able to make 


2 Tim, 3. is. Wiſe unto Salvation, (faith the Apo- 


5. ' flle, yea they can make the man | 
God perfect; which to perform, they 


muſt needs diſcover ſo much of God's 
Wiſdom to Man, as may make up 
this Perfection. 
tm. In the Hd of God then, ds 
Moſt fully whine that perfect diſcovery of God's 


in the main 


Body of the /i 5 Plot of Glory upon man- 


word. 


kind, let us look into that Mord 
of God, (and not into the wit of 
man) to find this work of God. 


Neither let us lo much look on 
2 06d > £1 | ſingle, 


= 
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h | fingle, and ſcattered parts of it, as 
on the main Frame, Budy and Con- 
=. | texture of it; the whole Word moſt- 
e entirely and fully repreſenting and 
K expreſſing the whole work. For if 
t |} we well view and obſerve the full 
- | Countenance, Concurrence, and Frame 
e |} of the Scriptures, we ſhall therein 
d } read as in great Letters, God's Plot 
's | of Glory upon Mankind; and withal _ 
we may fee how Man's ſafety is un- 
2e folded therein, and makes up a Chief 
part of it. For the Scriptures are 
ßthe the Characters and Repreſentations, 
y. | of the mind of God : and as the li- 
Ling Creatures in Ezekiel, whither the 
p | Spirit- was to go, they went ; even ſo 
| theſe words of liſe, which way the 
r higheſt Spirit looketh and goeth, that gr 1 26; 
Way they look and go alſo. For the. 
1= | highes# Spirit, when he dictated 
them, did put his mind and mean- 
of ing into them; and ſo in them we 
d. may diſcern the mind of God. And, 
n | the: more large and full View they 
ef -- pre- 


CO © OCEANS REES, ©" 
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preſent unto us, the more fully doth+ th 
the mind of God appear in them, m 
wherefore let us behold them in their C 
Fulneſs, and that with a full and en= | /e 
larged ſight, and then ſhall we more ne 
fully and largely diſcern and ſee God's 7 
Countenance in their Countenance, | ax 
God's Aim in their aim, God's Mind | th 
in their meaning. de 
The Bady And having found the main Pur- ne 
of the word Poſe, Plot, and End of God in the | re 
V0 r dhe main Body of the Scriptures, let us | of 
du of ir he ſure to hold it faſt, as a Treaſure of 
| of Truth unvaluable ; even an eſpe+ | iy 
cial part of that Truth, which we | of 
ſhould buy at any price, but ſell for ſte 
no price. Beſides, this farther Uſe | Pit 
and Advantage ſhould we make of it, fe] 
that by the main Tiuth found in the | of 
whole, the ſingle and ſcattered places 8 
which make ſome ſhew of diſpro- kn 
portion to the whole, be expounded | 11 
and reſolved : or, if the way of re- 
conciling them be doubtful and dif- ar 
ficult, (as who can deny but that 8K 
5 n 
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the infinite wiſdom of the Creator, 


may far exceed all the wiſdom of the 


- | Creature?) thoſe places may ſtand as 


ſecrets not underſtood ; but they may 


not break in pieces that Body of 
Truth, which we find by Joints fitly 
and proportionably knit together in 


the Body of the Scriptures. And in- 


deed if it were not for our blind- 


nels, thoſe parts of 'Truth, would 
readily and aptly joyn with the Body 
of Truth, as members that are cut 


| off from a Body, fitly and manifeſt» | - 
ly agree, and fall in with that place 


of the Body wherein before they 
ſtood as members. And indeed theſe: 
pieces of Truth are ſtill in them- 
ſelves at agreement with the Body 


of Truth, as being kin to it; only it 
is the fault of our ignorance, who 


know but in part that we cannot de- 
rive their Pedigree. 


And now becauſe ſpiritual things 1 Gr. 3, 14 


are only ſpir itually to be diſcerned; the 
8 70 of God only enabling us to ſee 
the 


— — —U—ä ee man, 
- 
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the things that. are freely given us of 
God, therefore with the Invocation 
of this bleſſed Spirit, let us enter 
into the Word that iſſued from the 
ſame Spirit: that in his light we may 
fee light, by his light within our ſouls 
we may ſee his light without 1 in the 
Word. 


v: And in the 3 let us ke 
In the word _ 
firſt to de- NOtice of Man's beginning. Man at 


— with firſt was created according to God's 
an's firſt K 

eſtare. | Image : Now we know that God is 
A, 1 4 $: Light, man therefore was light alſo, 


Ebb, * — being enliglined in his underſtands 
ing, by that light which lighted all 


mankind in Adam, 


Again, God is Holy, man there- 
fore was holy; and indeed the Scri- 


lineſs. Yet was not this holineſs. ſa 
knit to the will of man, but that the 
will might put it off, if it would; or 


will of man was ſet in ſuch an Equi- 
VF poiſe 


pture tells us, that the Image of Gd 
hath: in it Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 


x it would, might keep it: For the 
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poiſe and freedom, that it might uſe 
Grace or not uſe it; and by uſing, it 
continue righteous; on by refuſing it, 
fall from Righteouſueſs. So that in this 
Freedom, the will of man was as it 
were a Lord over Grace, and did rule 
over it, either uſing the ſervice and 
aid of it, if thé will pleaſed, or re- 
fuſing it when it liſted. Therefore 
at that time Grace did not reign in 
the Will, inclining and moving it ef- 
fettually and certainly unto one way; 
but the will was left at Liberty, to 
bend it ſelf which way it ſelf liſted. 
Moreover to this ſtate of Free-will, nom: 5: 15; 
was joyned a Law and Covenant of u Gen, 4. 15 
Works ; Obey aud live; fin and die. 

And as two Touch-ſtones and ſum- 

mary Trials of man's obedience, and 
continuance therein,there was ſet be· 
fore him Life and Death, a tree of 

Life, and a tree of Death; a tree of 
Standing, and a tree of — 

Thus Adam being created with * I 0 
| rec and Free- will- Grace, and Free-will, 


Gene» 


all ra ral Grace, 


I2 


But Man 
ſoon fell 
from it. 


Gen. 3. 


The GrraT Onicth 


—— 


all mankind being in Adam, it can- 
not be denied, but that all mankind 
had Free- will, and Free-will -Grace 
in Adam; And becauſe all mankind 
bad it, it "might then rightly be cal- 
led a General Grace : And ſo it is ac- 


knowledged, that mankind had once 
a General and F. ee-wil-Grate. 


But then let it be withal obſerved, 
what became of man with this Gene- 


ral and Free-will-Grace. How long 
did he ſtand with it, or rather how 
ſoon did he all with it? Surely he 
ſtood not ſo long as to beget à Son, 
according to the Image of his firſt 
1 Joh; 3. 12. Integrity: for Cain was of that wick- 


ed one, a ſeed of the Serpent, fleſh of 


fleſh ; a Spirit more ſubtil than man, 


by his greater and ſharper under- 


& cor, tx; 3. ſtanding ſeduceth, compaſſeth, de- 
ceiveth the leſſer ; and the Under- 
ſanding being won; the Will and Af- 


fections ſoon come after it. And ſo 


the Tree of Death and diſobedience 
| is eaten of, and mankind with his 


Ge- 


| 
| 
| 
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General and Free-will-Grace is fallen 
into a general Ruine. He is fallen not 
only into a /ingle ſin, but into a State 
of Bondage under ſin. The Love of 


the Heart of man is turned from the Rem. 5. x4. 
Rom. 8. 7,8. 
1 John . 


the love of God is e ce there can _ 14. 15 
be no keeping of the — of God. 1 2580 


Creator to the Creature, and where 


For the love. of God is the true ſpring 
and Root of keeping the Law of God 
And any action, though never {0 
glittering, if it come not from this 
love it is not a work really and in- 
wardly good, but only a Glorious and 
a /bining ſin. I hus man being in Ho- 
nour continued. not, but became like 
the-Beafts that periſh. L 3 12, 20. 
Yet God out of his infinite Good- 
neſs, and Wiſdom, brings forth a new 
way for man's Reſtoring. God will 
not be robbed of his Creature, by 
a Creature; much leſs will he ſufter 
his Plot of, Glory upon mankind, to 
be overthrown. hy a Creature: But 
by his tranſcendent Wiſdom and, Po- 
B wer, 


— — — 


— 


14 
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VIII. 
A Remedy 
is inquired 


wer, makes good his own Plot, even 


by the Plots of his Adverſaries; and 
fo his con right hand and. Holy Arm 


gets to himſelf the victory. Pfal. 98. 1. 


But if man were now left to his 


own choice, what would he take to 
be the beſt and ſafeſt way for hisown 


Reſtoring? would he wiſh to be put 


again into the ſame State of Free-will, 


and General Grace wherein Adam 


fell? would mankind have it tried, 
whether all men falling in groſs with 


General Grace in Adam, they would 
with the ſame. Grace fall again by 


Retail? And when every man be- 
ing united in one man ſtood not, yet 
whether every Man would ſtand 
alone, being ſingle and parted from 


his fellows ? Yea when all being uni- 
ted in a State of peifection did fall, 
would he have it tried whether ſin- 
gle men in a ſtate of imperfection would 


ſtand by the ſame Grace, and againſt 


the ſame ſubtil Serpent, which over- 
came them, having that Grace in a- 


State 


= ——ꝛ— K— — —— — — — 
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— — LL 
1 | State of perfection? Or rather there Rom. 7. 15. 
4 | being gotten into man a luſt, that is 

n | mighty and active upon the will to 

. lead it captive to the lau of fin, ſo that 

is it cannot ever do thut it would; ſnould 

o | he not believe that there is manifeſt 

n | need of a Grace mighty and active 

it to lead the Captivity captive, and by 

ll, an overcoming Efficacy to incline the 

qm Will in the main courſe of life, to the 

d, Law and Will of God? can the ſtrong 

h | man be bound but by a ſtronger { and 

d can the Efficacy of luſt be overcome 

by | but by an Efficacy of Grace? The 

e- | feb luſteth againſt the Spirit in the 

et | belt, ſince the fall of Adam; And 

ad | then if the /yſts of the ſpirit be not 

m | at leaſt as effectual on the will, as the 

ni- laſts of the fleb ; how ſhall the will C. 5. x7, 
ll, but be {till ſubject and captive to the 

n- | Jifts of the le? Wherefore it ſeems, 

ld | Man being fallen into the Domini- 

iſt Jon of a mighty Concupiſcence, lie 

er= [ſhould hunger and thirſt for a mighty 

1 a Jaitive and Ejjeftual Grace; even a 


ate B 2 Grace 


16 
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IX. 
Go Re- 
medy. 


Grace that might ſtem this Tide ot 
Concupiſcence, and actuate the will, 


and as it were, move and carry it up 
againſt this Tide. He ſhould deſire 


2 Grace that ſhould Rule the will! 
and by ruling keep it, rather than 
a Grace to be moved, ſet on work, | 
and kept by the will; which, Man 
once having neither kept it, nor him- | 


felf by it. And indeed if this be the 


fruit of Free-will attended with Ge- 
neral Grace, that it will loſe it ſelf, | 
Grace, and all mankind ; how plain- | 


ly doth it appear that there is a 
more ſolid, yea a more large Mercy in 
giving an effeftual and preſerving 


Grace, though to never ſo ſmall a 
part of mankind, by which that part 
may be kept ſure to ſalvation; than 


in giving, fuch a Free-will-Grace to 
All, with which Al will Freely and 
Certainly run to Damnation. 

Now the great Creator, that made 
Man, and therefore knoweth him 
throughly, even his tue weaknels, 

and 


! ledge. 
nants of Free-will and natural Grace, 
being joyned to the new Pride and 
Imaginary Godhead gotten by the 


— 
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and his Imaginary ſtrength, foreſaw 


both what Grace Man needed to 


| ſtand, and withal what little Need of 


ſuch a Grace man would acknow- 
He foreſaw that the Rem- 


Fall, would puff up Man with an 


opinion of ſelf-ſufficiency, and make 
him believe that he is able to land 
by ſuch Remnants ; or at leaſt 
ſome outward Helps added to them. 27 


- 


by Eſa. 46. 10 
Deut. 31. 20. 


And no wonder if God foreſaw Pal. 139. a. 


what indeed after came to pals; For 
he underſtaudeth all thoughts a far off, 


' | declaring the end from the beginning, 
and from ancient times the things 
that are nut yet done. 
theſe High opinions have ſo prevailed 
that they have paſſed through all. 
Mankind in the ſeveral diſtinctions 


And ſurely 


of it; Gentiles (or ſons of Nature) 
Ji and Chriſtiaus. 


For ſuch have n 
been the Poſitions of PhiJoſophers, the 
B 3. top 


— —— 4 i — 
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topof the Gentiles : of JuſticiaryFews :. . 
and of Philoſophical Fudaizing Chriſts 


ians. 
Pairs een 


E O vero quid ccgnoſcere ſtudeo? 
Naturam & hanc ſequi. Epictet, 
Ench. Cap. 73. Nec eſt quiſduam 
gentis ullins, qui ducem Naturam na- 
us ad virtutem pervenire non pelſit. 
Cicero de Legib. lib. 1. Interim quod 


inter omnes Stoicos convenit rerum na- 


turæ afſentior. Ab illa non de errare, 
ad illius Legem, exemplique for- 
mari ſapientia eſt. Beata eſt ergo vita 
conveniens Nature ſuæ. Senec. de vit. 
Be. cap. 3. ſolemus dicere, ſummum 


bonum eſſe ſecundum Naturam vivere, 


Idem Ibid. cap. 31. 


Juſtitiary Jews. 
[ND he took the Book of the 
Covenant, and read in the au- 
Jience of the people And they.ſaid, 
All that the Lord hath. ſaid. will we 
do, and be obedient : Exod. 24. 3. 7, 


Chap. 19. 8. Deut. 2 8 2 
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- Behold thou art called a Jew, and 


refleſt in ie Law, Rom. 2. 17. 

Being ignorant of God's Righteouſ- 
neſs, aud going abcut to eſtabliſh their 
own Kighteouſueſs : Rom. 10. 3. 


Judaizing and Fhilofophical 
Chriſtians. 


B. Job aperiens occultas nature di- 


witias CT in medium proferens, ex fe 
quid omnes poſſemus oſteudit. Pelag. 


ad Demetr. Populum ambulanten. 


conceſſa arbitrii libertate fic arguit; 
Educ Foras populum cæcum & Oculos 
habentem; ſurdum & aures ei ſunt ;, 

Hic quod. 74 dus & cacus eſt,contumas 
ciæ intelligitur eſſe, non Nature. Fauſt. 


de lib. Arbit. lib. x. cap. 9. 


Of Enoch he ſaith, Fidem FR 


cum Lege Natura. fili tradizan Hale 


Lib. 2. cap. : 
And Caſſian. Collat. Dubitari non 


poteſt ineſſe quidem omni animæ Nur; 
turaliter virtutum ſemina. | 


Let 
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X. 


God' 8 Wiſ- 


Yet howſoever man might think 


dom in dif-{o well of himſelf, that his natural 


penſin 


Remedy. 


ciency needed none, or little helps, 


(the heart of man being ſo deceitful 
that it deceiveth it ſelf) yet God 


who ſearcheth and kuoweth the heart 
and Reins, both faw this Deceit, and 


knew man's Need: and therefore 


gives a double Remedy; one to help 


his Need, and another to heal his 
Deceit. If he ſhould not give the 
former, Man's Salvation would be 


loſt, and if he gave not the latter, 
God's Glory out of man's ſalvation 


would be loſt: without the former, 
Man were loſt both to God, and 


himſelf, being ſtill ſubject to Satan's 


Conqueſt; without the latter, man 
would not give unto God the Glo- 
ry of his ſaving Grace, which the 
falſe opinion of his own Natural 
ſufficiency, would take from God, 
and give to himſelf: Therefore God 
provides a Medicine for both. And 
fuſt to help his Need, he gave man 


A 
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a better, mightier, and more ſtable, 
and ſtabliſhing Roct than Adam; 
and a betrer Covenant of Grace and 
better Promiſes, than were given to 
him, and to us in him. But withal . 5. 
in the ſecond place to cure man's 
Pride and ſelj-deceiving, He uſeth 
ſuch an order, in ſending this Root, 
and diſpenſing this Grace, that he 
will ſhew unto man a plain Evi- 
dence, and Demonſtration of his 
Need, before his Need be over-plen- 
tifully ſatisfied. God will not be 
a Phyfician to the whole, but to the 
fick, leſt he be taxed for a ſuperfluous 
and unneceſſary Phyſician, and ſo 


loſe the Thanks and Glory of his 


| Cure; 


And now in the firſt place for xt. 


the ſupply of man's Neceſſity, he The ſtable 


ſafety of 


giveth-fuch a ſeed of the woman, as this Rewe 


ſhall aſſuredly break the Serpents © 
Head. The Root, Head, and Top 
of this Seed is knit to the Deity by 
a perſonal union, conceived and fil 


led 
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John 17. 21. led with the Spirit without meaſure, 


Row. 8. 29. and ſo is r{t-born among man 
Heb, 2.11. is the firſt 8 J 


1 Cer. 6.17, Brethren. Let the Reſt of the ſeed 


Gal, 3. I6. — 4 . 
18 his Brethren, and he is not 


&. aſhamed to call them ſo ; and if Bre- 


1 Cor. 12. 12 


13. thren then one one ſpirit, and one 
ſeed with him. Therefore the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaketh not of feeds as of many, 
but as of one, which is Chriſt, For 
the chief ſeed being the Head, and 
the inferiour ſeed being the Body, 
this Head and this Body make up 
exe Chriſt in a myſtical union. And 


ſeed of the Iman, doth overcome 
the Serpent and break his Head. 
The whole ſeed of the woman, is 
at Enmity with the whole ſeed of 
the Serpent : and the victory is given 
to the whole ſeed of the woman, 


_  cordingly we fee that the Serpent 
fighteth, not only with that Man- 
child, who was to rule the Nations 


with a rod of Iron, but he makes 
5 war 


Chriſt thus knit together into one 


with whom was that Enmity. Ac- 


9 
V 
h 
ſi 
ſt 
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war with the Remnant of the ſeed of Rev. 12 5-7, 
the woman, which keep the Command- ver. 11. 
ments of God. And as Chriſt over- 

came, ſo do thele alſo. cvercome the Heb. 2. 14 
Dragon, by the blood of the Lamb : 

(which is the bruiſing of his Heel, 


even the breaking and paſſion of his 
Humanity, by which the Serpents 1 J 4.4) 
| Head is broken,) and becauſe Grea- 
| ter is he that is in them, than he that is 


the world. This is Chriſt that Rock 


| who is not only in himſelf unmove- 


able and unconquerable, but he ma- 


keth the Church alſo unconquerable, 
| which is built on him; Mat.'6, 18. 


The Deity is a ſure Foundation; XII. 
By union of 


and the Humanity of Chriſt united the Deity 
to this Deity,and as it were grounded Wit Huma: 


Ye 


on it, hath in it an infinitely far 


greater ſtability then Adam a meer 


Man ſtanding upon the bottom of 
his own free-will. And as it is more 
ſtable in it ſelf, ſo it gives a greater 
ſtability to the Seed iſſuing from it, 

| | than 


— — — —— 
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than that which iſſueth from the 
meer Humanity of Ada n. A ſeed 
iſſuing from God and Man, hath a 
oreater ſtability, than that which 
- Ger, 1.9. iſſueth from a meer man. And eſpe- 


Gal. 3. 26,27. : | 5 : : 
_ cially ſince to thoſe into whom this 


1 Jobn . . ſeed of God doth enter, it gives 


_— a Communion with God, and knits 
them to the Deity, and builds them 


upon it. So is it in it ſelf an in- 


mortal and incorruptible ſeed, as be- 
ing the ſeed of God an immortal 
Father; and it is alſo ſtrongly nou- 
riſned and maintained in lite and 
Immortality, by the union which it 
.- hath with the Deity. Therefore the 


beloved Diſciple not only faith He 
I 1 Jobn 5.'2- that hath the ſon hath life, but who- 


8.9. ſoever is born of God doth not commit 


ſin, for his ſeed remaineth in him. 


It is a Itving and Remaining ſeed 


which is born of God; and if it {till 
live and remain, it muſt needs be al- 
ſo victorious againſt the Serpent, 
without which victory it cannot live 

and 
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e and remain. And accordingly the 
1 fame Apoſtle affirmeth, He that is1 Jo. 5.18, 
a Þ begotten of God, keepeth himſelf, and 
that wicked one toucheth him not, that 
is, he toucheth him not with fin unto 
s Death, for of this ſin, he was laſt 
s | ſpeaking : He cannot touch the ſeed 
of God in the Children of God, to 
1 Þ fting it unto eternal Death, and ſo 
- to kill the life immortal which is in 
it. But the ſeed of God hath power 


al given to it, 20 zread on Scorpions, and 2, "_ 3 
1- | al the Power of the Sertent; even 
d from God in Chriſt, the Father of. 


it his ſeed. And thus, and thus only 


le doth it appear, how the Promiſes of #1. 8. 6. 
ſe. the New Covenant are truly and re- 
- ally made better than thoſe of the 
it old; even by a mightier and more 
„. {table Grace iſſuing from a mightier 
d and more ſtable Root of Grace, by a 
1 more High and Heavenly Genera- 
1]- tion; this ſeed of the New Cove- 
t, [nant being begotten of God, where- 
ve s the ſeed of the old Covenant was 
d — C begot- 


„ 1 . 
4 o 
* 
” „ 
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begotten by man. A more various 
and larger deſcription of which Pro- 
miſes and Advantages given in the 
New Covenant to the Son of God, 
and feed of the woman, may be 
found in divers places of the Scrip- 
ture, where the ſeed of the New 
Covenant receiveth promiſes from 
P/al. 89. God to be made ſtable as the Sun; 


— 


36-5537: Not to fail for ever: That the Laws 


Fer. 31. 35. 


&c. 5 R a 
& 32. EO God ſhall be written in their 


33-20, & Hearts, not as in the old Covenant, | 


Exel. 16. 6 
ning 36. = wherein they continued nut: And that 


26. 27. the fear of God ſhall be ſo impriuted | 
in their hearts, that they ſhall not de- 
part from Him. All which are ſum- | 
marily contained and comprehended | 


in this one great Promiſe, the ſeed of 


Gen, 3.15; the woman ſhall break the Serpents | 
L Head. A promiſe which is even 
the brief aud ſum of the New Co- 

venant of Grace, given to man up- 

on the breach and forfeiture of | 

the old Covenant of Works; bro- 


ken and forfeited by Rei at- 
tended 


n — — — — 
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tended with general grace, the grace 
of the old Covenant. 


And now how can we chuſe but XII. 


Wherein 


glorifie the great Wiſdom and Good- 64's wiſe 


Goodneſs 
neſs of God, whereby he would not nan 


truſt man again wholly with him fooliti Mc 


cy. 


ſelf, who hath once already loſt him- 
ſelf to the Serpent; but out of man- 
kind loſt by Free-will with common 


Grace, ſaves a ſeed like the Stars 'of Ge. x5. 5; 


Heaven, that cannot he numbered, out 
of every Nation ; even a Catholick 
Church, and eſtablifheth it, agarnſt 
the Gates of Hell by the Grace of the 
New Covenant? And is it not alſo 
to be lamented with tears of Blood 
that there ſhould be men ſo merciful 


in Hero, but cruel indeed, ho when 


God would ſave ſuch a Numerous 
Seed out of loſt mankind by a ſa 2 


and ſtable Grace; will needs have all 


Toft a ſecond time by putting them 


again into the keeping or loſing of 


their own FREE WILL attended 
— the Grace of the Old Cove- 


C 2 nant, 
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nant, wherewith all have once al- Þ . 
ready periſhed, even in a ſtate of Per- 
fection? As if it were not a more | 
ſolid, yea a larger mercy, to ſave a 
great Number, even a number which Þ | 
no man can number, by ſpecial Þ| 
Grace, than to loſe all by Free-will, þ : 
aſſiſted with a general grace. It is a 
good turn for man, that GOD is 
wiſer, and more merciful for man, 
than man for himſelf: yea even that 
which to carnal man ſeemeth foolifh- 
neſs and cruelty in Go p, is greater | 
wiſdom and Mercy, than the ſeem- | 
ing Wiſdom and Mercy of Men; 
yea the wiſdom and Mercy of men, 
in reſpect of theſe in God, is true 
Folly, and Cruelty. For indeed if 
God by his true wiſdom and ſure | 
mercies had not Jeft us this ſeed by 
ſpecial Grace, mankind had gene- 
rally been like to Sodom and Gy- 
.morrah, with his Free-yyill and gene- 
ral Grace. Rom. 9. 29, 


th or PE I 
> a= oaks. eo 
rem 


3 n 2 tae 


But 


a_—_ — 


But becauſe mankind by his Pride 
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1 e 


e and Folly, (whereof before ſome pat- cannot have 
a þ terns have been produced) is hardly _—— 
h | brought to know and acknowledge wile dif 
| his own Inſtabiliry when he is left to his Goode 
„ Free-will, nor his Need of the grace nes. 
a | of the New Covenant ; but dotes 
is upon his own abilities, and the Power 
„ of Free-will affifted with natural 
ti grace; that God who for his own 
- Þ glory ſaveth a ſeed by his ſpecial 
r | grace, and cannot have his gloty, 
Without an acknowledgment of the 
3 | weed of this grace; to gain his glory 
„ | by this acknowledgment, doth give 
e | unto man plain Experiments. of the 
f Þ need of ſpecial grace, before it be 
e | more generally exhibited, And to 
Y Þ make theſe Experiments more plain 
and palpable,” the Seed of Promiſe 
- | endued'with ſpecial grace i8 eas ih. 
- | number, during theſe experiments; 

But the number of thoſe who are left 

to Free- Will and natural grace is the 
t greater : That ſo in the greatneſs of 

| C 3 theſe, 


gy__ * 
SEE 


N 
= 1 = 
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4 bheſe, the way and iſſue of Mankind 
A | | with Free-will and uUntural grace, 


and without Effe&ual and ſpecial 

grace, may more plainly be diſcerned. 
We have ſeen already, one great 
experiment of Man's frailty, ſtanding 
upon his own Free-will ; and falling 
by ſo ſtanding-Free-will hath loſt a// 
mankind already, and yet mankind 
thus loſt is not out of love with 
Free-will, but thinks well of that 
by which. it hath been loſt and un- 


creature to ſtand alone, and out 
of his own Free-will, and, na- 


. I 


2 1 — — — — ————— —— 


Dr 
——— ——_—_ 


men, that ſome of theſe, though 
masked i in the ſhapes and ers of 
Divines, have not doubted to prefer 


—— 


charren in 


Wee pez a, wan would think, that the 
Ad 2 Bruiſe 


— 2 — — 
. —— —— 


— — * —— EY - 
- . n — 
A - — 
- — — 5 — 


done. It ſeems a brave thing for a | 


theſe Vertues of Free-wil} and Na- 


K 


tural abilities to bring forth Acti- 
ons of Vertue. And theſe home- 
born and natural vertues do caſt þ 
ſuch a Luſtre on the eyes of natural 


8 
A 


2 
7 


bis Preface ture, before thoſe of Divinity. And | 


W 
WW 
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Bruiſe which Free- will hath gotten 
by the Fall of Adam, ſhould have 
brought wiſe men into ſome diſtruſt, 
if not diſlike of it, eſpecially if with 
a right eye they could but look into 
the inſide of theſe Vertues, yea, into 
Free-will it ſelf; and fee the Love of 
God, the very ſoul and Jife of good- 
neſs and good Actions, dead and va- 
niſned. For if the love of God be 
not in the Will, the very life of 


i goodneſs is lacking, and ſo the will 


is a dead Root, and the works which 
it brings forth, are but dead works; 


They are but the carcaſſes of ver- 


tues,and not vertues themſelves. But 


the Truth is, that though Free-will 
hath loſt the excellency of it by the 
Fall, it hath gotten ſomething in- 
ſtead of it to make it up; and that 
is Pride. Pride and the will fallen; 


think better of themſelves ow, than 


the will with God's: perfect Image 


did think of it ſelf before the fall: 


Then the will did think of it ſelf 
22 that 
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that it needed ſomething, and there- 


- fore it deſired an Addition, and fell 
by that defire. But now the Will 


thinks that it is Rich, and hath need 


of wothing ; though indeed it needs 


the ore, the leſs it thinks that it 


needeth. And this need would God 


teach it by theſe Experiments. 


RV. And indeed even in this ſtate of | 


= eme er, the Fall, there is ſo much Jree-wil 
periments, Jeft, and of that natural Ability 


be convin- (Which ſome call natural grace) that 


h 
m__ T by this Remnant or piece, there may 


God's good: be a 'Tryal made what man would 
wal do if he had the whole. It 18 the 
| very ſentence of Truth it ſelf, that 
Luk. 19, 17. by the faithfulneſs in limle, the faith- 
fulneſs in much is found, and diſcern- 
ed. True it is, that at firſt, the 
Image of God was ſo whole in Man, 
that God might have ſeen his like- 
meſs in man, as in a little Glafs' or 
Mirrour. But now the glaſs is bro- 

ken, yet ſo broken, that there re- 
W lome- pieces and parcels of , 1 


though 
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though looking away from the Cre- 


ator to ihe Creature. There is ſome . © © 


Light in the Undes ſtanding, ſome Free- 


dom in the Wil, and ſome appro- 
ving of good, and accuſing of evil 
in the Conſcience. So that it cannot 
be denied, but there is ſo much left 
of the firſt natural Ability, as may 
| ſerve to continue and preſerve man- 
kind. Cain might and did know 
that it was a wicked thing to kill 
| his Brother Abel, and this he ſhew- 


eth, even in the hiding of his Mur- 


der, and ſhifting it, ott with his 
churliſh, Queilion, Am I my Bro- G N 


ther”s keeper fea knowing it to be 


wicked, he might have choſen whe- 
ther he would have done it. And 


hereupon is grounded the Juſtice of 
human Laws, puniſhing onences a- 


gainſt common Society; which alſo 
are forbidden in divers Precepts of 


the ſecond Table. Yea there is left 
in man ſo much Light, that he may 
thereby ſee in the Creatures, the 


* 0 im- 
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— je impreſſions and Characters of the 
29 great Wiſdom, and Power of the 
Creator; And find out God there- 
by in ſuch ſort, that withal he may 
find him to be a Spirit; and that 
God ought to be worſhipped as af 
Spirit, with a ſpiritual Worthip.P 
Yea, he may eaſily ſee and find 
that the Creator is far more excel- 
lent than his Creature, and being 
the chiefeſt Eſſence, ſhould have the 
| worſhip of man's chiefeſt part. And 
_ i. 20. on the contrary he might as ealily 
find that it is moſt unreaſonable that 
the glory and worſhip due to the 
Creator ſhould be taken from him, 
and given to the Creature, and ſo by 
a perverſe confuſion, the Creature 
in worſhip be preferred before the 
Creator. 
xvi. | Now to theſe Remnants of He- 
Ho and natural grace doth God ge- 
rais Need erally leave the jſt World. A world 
of Nature. Which beſides a high degree of natu- 
ral Jzgeniofity, diſoemed in their in- 


vention 
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vention of Arts, had very long lives; 
by the help of both which, they 
might have largely diſcovered the _ 
great Wiſdom, and power of God, _ | 
in a large diſcovery of the impreſ- | 


ſions of this wiſdom, and power 
! ſtamped on the Creatures both in 
Heaven, and Earth; And hereupon 
they might and ſhould have given 
more Honour, and ſervice to the 
Fountain of this wiſdom and power. 
ds alſo by the ſame helps and Ad- 


vantages, they might have found 
out more fully and largely the Caſes 


of Equity, and Juſtice, for the pre- 
ſervation of common Society, and 


the welfare of Mankind. And now ! 


' becauſe this World was ſo generally | 


left to the ſtate of Nature, and the 
Remnants of natural grace, this Time 
is, as it were by common conſent, 
called, the Time of Nature. 

But behold now what is the iſſue xvi. 


* f 
of this State of Nature, and what, pra hg 


co tion 
becomes of men thus left 2 the 5 Prin 
em- 


— — — — — 
— — — 
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Remnants of free-wil/ and natural 
grace? Let not me but God him- 
—4 * 12. ſelf tell it; The Earth was corrupt 

and was filled with Violence. The 


evil, and only evil, and continually 
evil. O unhappy free-will, thus {till 
bringing forth moſt miſerable con- 
ſequences ! And now let men chuſe 
whether they will ſay that in this 
Time, which is called The Time of 
Nature, man was left only to the 
Remuants of natural grace, or had a 
New general grace given unto him ; 
for the more, of this general grace is 
faid to be given to man in this ge- 
neral Apoſtacy, the more doth it ap- 
pear, that general grace will not Keep 
man from a general Apoſtacy. In- 
deed it ſeems to me, (and I think it 
did ſo to the Creator himſelf, for we 
read. of no ſuch new ſupply) that 
the Remnants of the old natural 
grace might ſuffice for an experi- 
ment, and that by theſe it might be 
ſeen 


Imaginatious of man's heart were all 


The GREAT ORACLE. 


{ ſeen that he who is not faithful in 
| little, will net be faithful in much; Luke 16. 26! 
and that they who fall into divers 

{ins, into which they might not have 
fallen by the help of theſe Remnants ; 
| would alſo fall, though they had 
more help of the ſame kind, which 
* would leave them as free to fall, as 
| theſe do. And this natural grace 
belt agrees with the Title, given to 
| this Time, the Time of Nature. Yet 
if any will needs have it ſo, that Man 
in this Time, received a New general 
| grace; the grant hereof will but gra- 
| tify them with a diſadvantage. For 


behold the excellence and glorious 


iſſue of this eu general grace : A new 
| general Full jolloweth this new general 


Grace; the Imaginations of Man's 


Heart, notwithſtanding this grace, are Gen, 6. 


continually and generally evil, And 
thus as Man fell with it in groſs in 
Adam, ſo now he falleth with it by 
Poll in this o/d4 World. So that the 
more of the general grace you do now 

D give 


— — — — = = 


The GREAT ORACLE. 


— 


give unto Man, the more you ſet 


forth Man's inſtability with it: and 


the leſs Honour or Strength and Ef- 
ficacy you give unto it. For if Man 
thus fall in the neu fulneſs of it, it 
appeareth plainly, that by the very 
fulneſs of it Man will not ſtand. And 
is not ſuch a grace exceeding deſirable 
and worth the bringing in with 
ſtrong contention, wherewith the 
World hath been twice undone ; once 
in Adam; and once again after 4- 
dam? Can we think ſo well of our 
ſelves, that when all Men fell with it 
in perfect Adam, and a World of in- 
genious and renowned Men fell with 
it /nce Adam, yet we will ſtand by 
that wherewith the World hath thus 
twice fallen? If any Man think ſo, 
there is the odds of two Worlds a- 
gainſt ove Man, that he will fall al: 
ſo. But were it not a far wiſer way 
to hold Free-wi#, and Free-will-Grace, 
a glorious, but a dangerous Privilege; 
and by the experiments of theſe ge- 

neral 
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ä — 4 Lee 
eral falls, to learn and acknowledge 
that Feenuill with ſuch natural and 


general grace, will ſerve for little o- 


ther uſe but to make experiments ? 
even experiments that Man will not 
ſtand alone by the ſtrength of Free- 
will attended by this kind of #zruling 
and unſtabliſbing grace But that the 
will of the Creature Fath need of the 
hand of the Creator, to ſettle and e- 
ſtabliſh it, even a ſable ſeed of actua- 
ting and confirming grace, ever nou- 
riſhed, ſupplied and ſupported by 
union with the Deity, 

And as in this whole World, thus XVIII. 
extreamly and univerſally corrupted, bo moves 
we have ſeen the inſtability and A-righe by <© 


fe:tual grace, 


poſtaſy of mankind with Fyee-will, when the 


ho!e 
and natural grace : So in one Man Pan world 


{ who ſtood when this World fell, let #57 nd 


generel gr grace, 


us behold the ſtability of the Seed of 


a, even the ſeed of the Moman, e- 
ſabliſhed by a Powe: ful eſfectual, and 


enduring Grace. For of one Man, e- 
ven of Noah, it is ſaid, (as of an ex- 
| D 2 ception 
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ception from this general corruption) 
But Noah found grace in the eyes of | 
the Lord. | 

Now what grace was this which 
Noah found, or by what grace did 
he find this grace? ſhall we think 
that Noah ſtood alone, by the ſame 
Freexwill-grace, with which all the 
Reſt of the World periſhed ? ſhall we 
we think that Noah diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf from a whole World, and ſo 
give the glory of this difference to 
Noah, and not to God? Shall we 
ſay, that all mankind had one and 
the ſame general grace, but Noah on- 
ly by his Free-will, made uſe of this 
grace, and ſtood by it, when all the 
Reſt fell with the ſame grace? If we 
ſhould ſay fo, yet what ſhall we think 
of this ſtate of Free-will, and genera! 
grace, which comes to this fearful iſ- 
fue, that therewith a whole J/orld pe- 
riſheth, and but e Man findeth 
grace ? thall we magnifie, or delire 
luch a ſlate, wherein it is a Million 
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to one, yea a World to one, that but 
one of a World will ſtand ? Or, ſhall 
we prefer that as the beſt Eſtate of 
Grace and Mercy, which giveth no 
more ſtability to thoſe that have it, 
but that all ſave one will fall with it ? 
And if a man do but caſt a glance of 
a ſeeing eye, on ſuch an Eflate, doth 
it not preſently look like an Eſtate 
under the Covenant of Juſtice, and 
not under the Covenant of Grace? O 
let us then be {till afraid of this State 
of Free-will and general grace, thus 


{till attended with general Ruines, 


and let us mightily accuſe man's 
Pride, which by his opinion of ſtand- 
ing with Free-wi/l and general grace, 
calls upon God for a reſtraint of his 


| ſpecial grace, and a permiſſion of theſe 
general Falls with a Free-will and 
general Grace, that by theſe Experi- 


ments man's Pride being abated, God 
may have leave at length more gene- 
rally to beſtow his ſpecial grace, with- 
out loſing the Glory and Praiſe due 


to him for it. For even by the Re- 
D 3 ſtraints 


41 
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ſtraints of this grace, God aims at the 
Catholick enlargement of it; when by 
ſuch Reſtraints Mankind is fitted for 


this enlargement. 

In the mean time, while we be- 
wail the general ruines of Free-will 
and general grace, let us take notice 
of the ſtability of God's ſpecial and 
effectual grace, to the Glory of the 
Author of it: For by this ſpecial grace, 
one Man can ſtand alone, amidit the 
Ruines of Mankind, falling round a- 
bout him with Free-will and general 

grace. 'Though the Serpent prevail 
over a World of natural men,and turn 
them into his own ſeed, yet he cannot 
prevail over one man, being the ſpiritual 
Gal, 4. 26. ſeed of the Woman: the Mother which 
is above is free, and her children will 
not be brought into Bondage; being 
born of that Free Spirit, which is 


_ 12. mightier than the ſpirit which is in the 
22 "world, and ſtabliſheth thoſe that are 
born of it; There is more ſtability 
in one man born of God, under the 


Covenant of ſpecial and effectual 
Grace 


| nitieth the ſtability of ſpecial Grace, 1 
| whereby one ſtands, when that | 
World of men fell with the other. | 
And thus withal, Ged exhibits the 


victorious Seed of the woman in that 


eth this ſeed, in the midſt of a world 


grace, managed by his own F/ee-will, 


nmr nm rn rn nn 
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Grace, than in a world of men under 
the Law, with free-will and natural 
grace; one man ſtabliſhed by ſpecial 
grace, ſhameth a world of men falling 


with free will and general grace : 


And this world of men falling 
with Fee-will and general grace, mag- 


one that ſtandeth, and gives a main 
Experiment of the great Need of that 
grace, which begetteth and ſupport- 


that falleth. 

Yet this point of Humility in ac xx: 
knowledging man's Need of God's 5 
ſtabliſhing grace, is not ſufficiently — — 
Learned. There is yet an opinion, Grace, 


that man with general and natural 


will ſcand upright; eſpecially if he be 
aided, animated, and ſtirred up with 
ſtrong outward Helps and Motives, 

ſuch 
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Deut. 5. 27. 


John 4. 48. 
& 6. 30, 


1 Cor. 1. 22. 
Lutze 16. 30. 


ſuch as plain Directions, and Com- 
mands, and eſpecially Signs and Mon- 


ders; Yea it ſeems this opinion is! 


gotten into Hell it ſelf, That man 
with an extraordinary ſign will be- 
lieve, though he will not otherwiſe be- 
lieve by ordinary means. Wherefore 


this opinion hath need alſo to be! 
confuted by ſome plain Experiment, | 
that man failing with ſuch Helps] 


joyned to natural or common grace, 


the Need of God's ſpecial and effettu- | 
al grace, may abſolutely appear: Andi 
that all Helps beſides this grace being 
given, and not availing; man's ſure 


Help may be ſeen to ſtand in this a- 
lone. And thus at laſt by ſuch de- 


grees of 'Tryal, the abſolute Need of 
this grace being made apparent, the 


beſtowing of it in a greater meaſure 


may be ſeaſonable; becauſe then it | 


may gain due praiſe and Glory to the 
Giver of it; whoſe glory is the very 
End of Mankind, and of all the Diſ- 
penſations of grace in whatſoever 
Changes and varieties. And indeed 

it 
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it is more worth than all mankind, 
yea than the whole Creation. 

Now in order to this Glory, by =xsx 


: By gi 
this utmoſt experiment, The World = —_—_— 


is to be peopled again, and filled Rp > 
with Nations : But among theſe Na- Natural 


Grace. 
tions, God will not only take but 


| make a Nation as an High and Chief 
| Maſter-piece, and Pattern of all Na- 


tions : In this piece ſhewing what 
the whole would do, or rather not 


| do, with all ozt#ward Improvements. 


| And indeed if all the World ſhould 


lay their wits together, they cannot 


deviſe ſuch Helps and Improve- 


ments as God gave to this People. 
For at the very beginning, God did 


male them by Miracle; ſo that they 


themſelves are a Miracle, being raiſed Rem. 4. 18. 


to life from two that were dead : 


For thus miraculouſly was Tfaac 
born, and this Nation in him. The 
Preſervation alſo of this Nation, in 
Jacob from Eſau was miraculous ; 
And in the Patriarchs, preſerved from 

the 
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u 


the Famine through the Dreams of 


Joſeph, the Butler, and Pharaoh, 
many wonders were joyned toge- 


ther. But above all, if we behold 


the ſtrange Acts of God done in E- 
gypt, for the deliverance of this Na- 
tion, there we may lee Wonders fo 
extraordinarily wonderful, that God 
himſelf affirmeth that in them he 


Deut. 4 34. had ſhewed his mighty hand and out- 


ſtretched Arm. And as he brought 
them out of Egypt: by wonders, ſo 
he led them by wondersthrough won- 
ders, even by a Pillar of a Cloud and 
| fire through the Red Sea : the Sea 
opening to them, and making a Path 
for them but ſhutting it ſelf upon 
their enemies, and utterly deſtroying 
them : He fed them alſo with won- 
ders, even with Bread from Heaven, 


and with water from a dry Rock 


Laws alſo and Commandments were 
plainly, but ſtrangely delivered to 
them by Ged himſelf, and written 


with his own Hand; they were alſof 


av 


E- 
Na- 
8 ſo 
God 

he 


i-F - 
2 lation of them. Beſides, God gave 


ight 
„ ſo 
von- 
and 

Sea 
Path 
pon 
Ving 
von- 
ven, 
ck. 
were 
] to 
itten 


alſo 
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accompanied with Lightnings and 
Thunders, the ſound of a Trumpet, a 


Terrible Voice, and a burning Mount. 


Theſe things added Majeſty and Au- 
thority to them : and yet they were 
ſet forth with more Advantages : 


even many and great Promiſes of Levit. 26: 
Bleſſings, to the obſervation of them, 


and many fearful Curſes to the vio- 


Prieſts to expound and teach theſe 
Laws ;even Prieſts endued with the 
wonderful Revelations of Urim and 
Thummim. He alſo added to theſe 
2 continual Succeſſion, and Race of 
Prophets, who called on them early, 
and late ia the Name, and ſpirit of 
the Lord, to keep their Hearts cloſe 
toto this Law, and to return when 
they ſtrayed from it. Yea when 
words and wonders would not ſerve, 
but they would both halt and turn 
dut of the way, God often ſpur'd 
hem up with ſharp Corrections and 
Chaſtiſements, to make them re- 

member 


Deut. 28. 
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member the old wa, and to turn 
their feet unto it, even to the Law 
and to the Teſtimony. 

Iſa, 5. 2.3.4, And now what could God do more 
for his Vineyard, with outward helps 
and improvements? For there we 
ſee it planted with the moſt noble 
Plants, Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 
and hedged and dreſſed with Laws, 
and Wonders, Bleſſings, and Chaſtiſe- 


ments. 

True it is, that generally they had 
but the remnants of the old general 
Dent. 29. 4. and Free-wil/-grace, this time of the 
Rom. 5-13. Lau being a time of Tryal and Ex- 


2 Cor, 3.6. 


2 4 periment, to ſee the utmoſt ſtrength 


Rom. 8, 3. Or rather weakneſs of Free-will and 
Ga: 3+ 2. 5. Natural grace : And therefore this 
Nation was left to the Law, which 
was a Miniſtry of the Letter, and 
not of the Spirit. A Covenant of 
Works and not of Grace, a thing 
which was weak becauſe of the 
fleſh, wherein it both found and 


left Mankind. 


And 
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And whereas by the Law they XXI. 


ſhould have found out their own 
Weakneſs, and the Impotency of na- 
tural and free-will-grace, and ſo have 
been directed by it as by a Schoot- 
Maſter, to the effeftual grace of God 


in Chriſt ; the Jews without any ſcru- Whereupon 
the Jews un- 


dertake to 


of it, with their common, natural, fe legal 


ple fall roundly to the undertaking 


and Free-willgrace. For they ſtum- 
bled at the ſame Block, whereat their 
followers ſtumble, even at this Noon 
day; that becauſe Laws, Commands, 
or Exhortations are given to them, 
therefore they have power to perform 
and cbey them; whereas in this ſtate 
of the Fall, (wherein man, though 


he was caſt down really by falling, 
yet he was imaginarily pufted up 


with Pride a ſpecial fruit of his fall) 
the Law was given to convince man 
of his Weakneſs, and not to ſhew him 
his ſtrength and power. Yet theſe 
Jews by the blindneſs of the ſame 
Pride, which the Law purpoſely in- 

| E tended 
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eee 


tended to caſt Han and aboliſh, fall 
ſtoutly to the undertaking of the 
Law, and they do it peremptorily 
* ig wh s. with often Repetitions : All that 
werſez9, the Lord our Ged fall ſpeak unto 
thee, we will hear and doit, Though 
Sd preſently, even but two verſes 
after, finds the Heart wanting that 
i, ſhould be the chief Keeper. of this 
Law; And very ſoon after again 
finds them corrupt, both in heart and 

Ty 9. 12, hands, by abominable 1dolatry. 
Vet while thus they go about to 
ſhew their ſtrength in fulfilling that 
Law which was given them to ſhew 
them their weakneſs, they become a 
moſt full and palpable Experiment 
of Max's weakneſs and Inability to 
lep the Lau, even when he under- 
takes it with his greateſt: ſtrength 
And in them we ſee the great failing 
of natural grace and free: ill, though 
moſt earneſtly and zealouſly ſet upon 
the keeping of the Law, and that 
With the. Advantage of all-outward 
Helps 


weary - 
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Helps and Improvements. And they 
loudly teach us, that there is no other 
means of à conſtant Holineſs and cbe- 
dience to the Law, but the powerful 
aud eſſectual grace of the Spirit, given 
in the New Covenant, whith writeth 
the Law in out Hearts, and poureth 
into us a powerful and ſtable ſeed and 
Root of Righteonſineſs. 

But that we may not ſeem to {lan- x.. 
der theſe Fews, but may give found 2 — 2 
proofs of their weakneſs, as we have fou 
produced the great, but falſe vaunts 
and ſhews of their ſtrength, let us 
hear their own Prophets accuſing 


hem, and not fo much their Pro- 
Piers as God himſelf by the Prophets. 


By one of them he faith, ah ! /in- Eli. i. 4 Ke 
full Nation, & people laden with Tis 
quit), the whole Head ir ſick,” and the 
heart is faint, from the ſole of the Fot 
even to the Head, there is no ſound- 
neſs in it ; but wounds and bruiſes, 
and arp ſores. Every one is an 

. and every one ſpeaketh folly. 

E 2 By 
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Jer. 11 .. By another, he faith, I earneſtly 
proteſied to your Fathers, in the day 
that I brought them out of the Land of 
Egypt, even unto this day, riſing early 
and proteſting, ſaying ; Obey my voice; 
yet they obeyed not ; nor inclined their 
ear, but walked Every one in the Ima- 
gination of their evil Heart. 

Ezck,zo, By a Third, God ſummeth up a 

ſtory of his Bleſſings upon Iſrael, and 

ſecondeth it with another ſtory of 

Ifraels Rebellion; The Children of 

Iſrael (faith he) rebelled againſt me, 

they walked not in my Statutes, neither 

kept my Judgments to do them. 

n. 5, 11 The ſame general inundation of 

Wickedneſs and Rebellion may we 

find acknowledged in Daniel's Con- 

feſſion, and other complaints, and 

out- cries of the Prophets : But if I, 

Heſ. 44 150 rael fin, Judah ſhould not tranſgreſs, 

nor Jeruſalem the Holy City, and ſeat 

of the Great King. 

| Yea, but hear what the King him- 

Exel 16446, ſelf ſaith ; Her Elder Siſter is Sama» 


47. 
ria, 


4 
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ria, aud her younger Siſter 2 Sodom, 
and her Daughters, jet hath Jeruſa- 
lem not done after their abominations, 
bt as if that were a very little thing, 
he was corrupted more then they all 
in her ways. 

Man' $ free-will inficad of better- 
ing, grows Proud by Privileges ; and 
Pride” breeds Security; and Security 
opens a Way to a Deluge of wicked 


neſs. Thou did truſt in thine orun verſe 15] 


beauty (faith the Lord) and playedft 
the Har lot, becauſe of thy renown, and 
pouredſt out thy Fornicatiqus « on every 
one that paſſed by. © © 

And thus Jernfalintnotwithiiand- 
ing any general grace, is come to à 
general pollution, and that in ſo full 
a Generality, that God faith to his 
Prophet; Run thr 
Jeruſalem, aud ſee and know, and 
ſeek in the broad places thereof, if 
ye can find a man, if there be any that 
executeth judgment, that ſeeketh Truth, 
and 1 will ' pardon it. 


A 11 4 Bo: 


* 
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Behold an utter Rebellion and Apo- 4. 
ſtacy. And indeed if Free-will and || th 
general grace would have done any || th 
thing toward the keeping of the || 7 
Law, it ſeems the vertue and Effi- || gr 
cacy of them ſhould eſpecially have 4 
appeared in the great, wiſe and learn-¶ ta 
ed men, even in the Princes, Prieſts || tic 
and Prophets: For theſe ſeemed to 
be the top of that NATION, which | H 
Was the Top of Nations. And in- de 
deed, God himſelf takes theſe upon ¶ be 
fiſpicicn of moſt likelihood to ful- ¶ co 
fill che Law; and therefore ſaith, I th 
will get me to the Great men, for theſe th 
have known the way of the Lord, and hi 
the judgment of their God. Vi 
But behold theſe men though || of 
chiefeſt i in natural Abilities, are chief- Fr. 
ly and generally wicked. Theſe | xe 
be they (faith the Lord) that haue do 
altogether broken the Yoke, and burſt | yo! 
Es. the Bonds. The Prieſts have violated | th 
the Law, the Princes are like raven- pe 
ing Wolves, and the Prophets have | u. 
daubed them with untempered Morter, | 


and 


| 
| 
| 
| 


* 
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and I ſought for a man among them 
that ſhould ſtand in the gap before me, 
that I ſhould not deſtroy it, but I found 
none. Behold a general Apoſtacy; and 
greateſt in the Greateſt. The m:ſt 
able free-will-men of this under- 
taking, zealous, and Improved Na- 
tion, are the moſt able finners. _ 
But yet that there may be no 
Height of wickedneſs to whichthey 


do not attain, but that their fin may 
become out of meaſure ſinful, and 
come to a kind of perfection, or ra- 


ther a tranſcendency of wickedneſs, 
theſe men become the murderers of 
him who was ſent to be their Sa- 
viour, and ſo they make up that ſum 
of wickedneſs, which thus Saint 


| 


W 0 1 eee 


Sy 


Stephen caſteth up for them; Je ſtiff A. 5. 51, | | 
necked and uncircumciſed in heart, je 1 
do always refiſt the holy Ghoſt ; as 
your fathers did ſo do ye.: which of + 
the Prophets have not your Fathers 
perſecuted ? and they have lain them 
which ſhewed before the coming of the 
Bai Juſt 


1 —ů— ——— — — 
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Juſt One, ef whom ye have been now 
the Betrayers and murderers. A moſt 
fearful - iſſue of Free-will, attended 
with whatſoever general grace; Af 
ter all varieties and degrees of ſin, 
they come at laſt to the great One, to 
put to Death the Lord of Life. 

And (now by the way) If the Lo- 
vers of Free-will, and general Grace 
will needs have this reſiſting of the 
Holy Ghoſt, to be a reſifting of him 
in the ſupplies of general grace, (tho 

8 os we know that there is a reſiſting of 
Zach. 5, 12. the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking by the Pro- 
phets) furely there can ſcarce be a 
greater confirmation of the perpe- 


tual fucceſleſneſs of general grace 
then from theſe words which affirm 


that it hath always been reſiſted. 
III. Thus have we ſeen another gene- 
Am of ral Apoſtacy notwithitanding anꝝ ge- 


Experi- 


ments, ſhew heral grace. An Apoſtacy greater ac- 


ing Man's 


Kall, when cording to the greatneſs of outward 


he ſtands Helps: And therefore the greateſt 


upon free 


wil. experiment of man's weakneſs, ſtand- 


ing 


% T2. 


© we, 


— 22 
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ing upon his own free-will. And ſo 
in this People we ſee it plainly tried, 
that Man- kind with whatſcever out- 
ward Helps and improvements, will 
needs fall, while ſtandeth by his own 
Fiee-will; Yea, though he never ſo 
confidently undertake to ſland and 
not to fall. 

Wherefore let us now in one view 
behold the ſum of many woful Ex- 
periments. 

I. The Fall of Mankind! in Adam 
with Free-will and general grace in 
the ſtate of Perfection. 

2. The Fall of Mankind in the firſt 
World with their great ' Abilities of 
Nature, and long Lives. 

3. The Fall of Mankind in a Mo- 
del, and Maſter-piece,improved with 
all outward Helps and Advantages. . - 
And hereupon let it be conſider'd, 


Whether by the mouth of theſe three 
| great witneſſes, this word do not 


ſtand ; That man ſtauding upon his 
nun Free-will, will not ſtand but fall; 


Surely 


| 
| 


» 
—ͤ c—— 


5 


The GREAT ORACLE. 


Surely mankind thus fallen, firſt, in 
in the State of perfection, and ſe- 
condly, under the Law of Nature ; 
And thirdly, under the Law of Moſes, 
ſeems to groan under Ruins, and to 
cry out Lord fave us by thy ſpecial 
and effectual Grace, or elſe we all pe- 
riſh with Free-will and general grace. 
But if man for Contentions ſake, 
will not fuffer the Gentiles to be con- 
cluded in the Fall of the Jews; but 
will needs doubt whether the Gen- 
tiles may ſtand by their free will with» 
out Helps, when the Jews fell with 
helps; he may thus receive a Reſo- 
lution of his cauſcleſs 'Doubt, from 
one that will not deceive him. 
Saint Paul ſpeaking of the Gen- 
tiles in this Time of the Law, faith; 
Thaur in times Paſt God ſuffered all 
Nations to walk in their own ways. 
Now their own ways, are ways cho- 
fen by their own f/ee-wills (ſuch as 
they had) and attended with what- 


ſoever general grace, either in Truth 


or 
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or ſuppoſition. But now let us ſee 
what ways theſe Mays of their own 
were ? And let the ſame Paul thar 


told us the former, tell us alſo the 
latter. The Gertiles, (ſaith he) walk 


in the vanity of their mind, having Eg. 4. 15 


the underſtanding darkned, being alie- 
nated from the life of God, and being 
paſt feeling, haue given themſelves 
(ver to laſciviouſneſs, to work all un- 
cleanneſs with greedineſs. And if yet 
you will ſee the deformed Character 
of the Gentiles more lively deſcri- 
bed; Behold it again as it is drawn 


13, 19, 


thus by the ſame Apoſtle : At that El k 2.12; 


time ye were without Chriſt, being a- 
liens from the Commonwealth: of Iſrael, 
and ſtrangers from the Covenant of 
Promiſe, having no hope, and without 
God in the wo rid. Behold the moſt 
miſerable ſtate of the Gentiles; while 
the Commonwealth of Iſtael ſtood: 
even an eſtate without a Saviour, 
without the Covenant, without 
Hope, and without God. And now 
$ con- 
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concerning this Eſtate, what would 
the friends of free-will and gene- 
ral grace have us to think or be- 
lieve? would they have us to think, 
that the Gentiles had general grace, 
When they were generally without 
Chriſt, without the Covenant, with- 
out God, and without Hope. A 
ſtrange grace which is without Chriſt, 
without God, and without Hope ! 
Or had they ſuch a grace, and yet 


have brought themſelves to be with- 


without Chriſt, and without God, 
and without Hope? Then in them 
let us ſtill behold the unhappy ſuc- 
ceſs of free-will and general grace, 
ſeeing the Gentiles notwithſtanding 
any general grace, or freee-will, are 
come to be without Chriſt, without 
God, and without Hope. 

True it is, that by theſe and other 
places it rather appears, that the Gen- 
tiles were left to the firſt Remnants 
of natural grace ; without a new ſup- 
ply of general Grace : both becauſe 
| they 
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1d | they were ſuffered to walk in their own 
e- | Ways; which implies that there was 
no new addition given them for an 
k, | alteration of their ways: And be- 
e, cauſe St. Paul when he goes about Rom. 1. 20. 
ut! to convince them of wilful fin, he“. 
h- doth it by proving them guilty of 
AI crofling the Light of Nature, even 
| the Remmants of the old natural 
grace, and not the ſupplies of a neu 
ret} general grace. For againſt the very 
h- light of Nature, and inſtincts of Na- 
d, | tural Conſcience, they give away the 
m Honour and J/ ſhip of the Creator 
c. to the creature. But howſoever, if it 
ce, | be. rather deſired that they may be 
ns | faid to have had a neu general grace, 
reit will but increaſe the notice and 
ut | proof of the perpetual ſucceſleſneſs 

Jof it. For with whatſoever general 
Jer | grace, their Free-wills were followed, 
the Gentiles are found ſinners as well 
ts | as the Jews : All have finned, and all Rom, 3.9,23. 
- bade deprived themſelves of the glory 
fe} of God Under the name of Jew 
ey F and 


| 


— 
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and Gentile all Mankind is contain- 
ed, and ſo in the Fall both of Jew 
and Gentile, it appeareth that Man- 
kind will not {land alone, being left 
to f7ee-will ; but that the creatures 
will have need to be held, and eſta- 
bliſhed by the hand of the Creator ; 


as a child is made ſafe from falling, 
by being held by the hand of his 


Father, rather than by the Child's 
Holding it. 
XXIV. But as the Weakneſs of the Crea- 


An Experi- ture appeareth in Mankind, | thus 


ment of 


man's ſtand- univerſally falling while it ſtandeth 


. Ing ſafe b | 
Gade elfe, alone; ſo the Strength of the Crea- 


—— ture, ſupported by the Creator, ap- 


— peareth in a Remnant, which ſtand- 
che Lay, eth during this general Fall and 
Ruine both of Jew and Gentile. For 
there goes on {lill a ſeed of Promiſe, 
even a ſeed of the Moman, which 
ſtands upright, when all the world 


falleth round about them. 'The 


effetual grace. of God preſerveth 


them, while free-wil with whatever 
general 
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general grace in the Reſt is inettectual. 

For who dares to attribute the ſtind- 
ing of this Renmajit to man, and his 

fres wil, when the Spirit of God 

gives it unto God? Who dares to 

fay, that this Remnant difterenceth 

and leaveth it ſelf, if God himſelf do 

fay; that He hath left it, and other- 

wiſe it had not been left. That God 

himſelf doth leave this Remnant, 

God himſelf affirmeth 3 1 have left i King. 19 18 

me ſeven thouſand in Iſrael, all the 

knees which have not bowed to Baal. 

And that this Remnant had not beers 

left, if God had not left it, let us 

hear the Word of God in the mouth 

of the Prophet affirming it; Except Eſi 1.5. 

the Lord of Heſts had left us a Rem- 

nant, we had been as Sodom, and lite 

unto Gomorrah, Wherefore out of 

the Premiſes who can frame a better 

Concluſion: than the great Apoſtle; 

who was taught by the ſame Spirit 


that ſpake the Preiniſes + ? There re-Rom.1i. 5,6, 
maineth theſe u remmant accoi "ding to 
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| the Election of grace. And if of Grace, 
| not of Works; yea, not of man's Free- 
| will, For Iſrael obtained not this 
| remnant, but the Election of grace, 
and the grace of Election obtained it. 
| The Will of God, and not the will 
| of man diſcriminated and left this 
(| Remnant ; for if God had not left 
| this Remnant, the Remnant would 
not have left it ſelf. If God had not 
| difterenced it, there had been no dif- 
| ference between the Remnant, and the 
1 Reſt that feil ; but one general Apo- 
it ftaſy would have Galore ed up A; 
[| | for the Prophet ſaith, that without | * 
4 this leaving of a Remnant by God, 8 
1 they had been like Sodom and Go- Þ 

| morrah : and we know that in S- 

dom and Gomorrah not a man was c 
left. So it {till appears that to leave ]“ 
| men to free-will, is not to leave any G, 
| one man ſafe; but it is the way to]. ] 
leave all to ruine and miſery by the Bi 
© creature's voluntary inſtability : And wel 
on the other ſide, the only ſure ſafety}; it 

off 
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» | of the creature is in e 
in this, that his Will is held by the 
powerful Will and efef#4al grace of 
him that made his a and himſelf. 
Except God's free and eſfectaal grace 
did ſave ſome, man's fes vil would 
2 | loſe all. And where man's free-will 
it | would loſe all, yet even then God's 


I Free grace ſaveth ſome; ſo to man's 
- free-will ſtill is aſcribed all man's per- 
74 


h dition, and to God's er, all | 
© | man's falvation; 2 V 13. 9. | | 


Bur thus wo ſee both in thoſe who» = 0 | 
fall by free willi and who-ſland by... - 
| grace, that according to the firſt Plot = 

od, there goes on joyntly a ſucceſſion of 
Experiments, which ſhewyethe Wweak- 
neſk of mans free-will,and a ſuoceſſion 
we of the promiſed Seed of the woman, 
in wich appeareth: the Rrength of 
God's effeftual grace; each by com- 
F * pariſon more illuſtrating the other. 
we But hitherto rhe experiments are- 
very large, and the promiſed Seed 
but if nul; that the experiments may 


F 3 be 
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be full, and convincing in their ful- 
neſs, as alſo becauſe the Head of this 
Seed is not yet come: After whoſe 
coming, the God of Order had ap- 
pointed that the Body ſhould moſt 
fully be exhibited. And indeed the 
Fulnefs of Time for his coming 
ſeemed not to be perfected, until the 
fulneſs of theſe Experiments had ma- 
nifeſtly ſhewed an chene W of 
his coming. | 
_. But now theſe experiments are 
The weak- 
neſs of free- grown to a compleat ſufficiency : 
2 Trials having been made of man in 
ct 1 — ſtate of Perfection; in the ſtate 
then frly of Nature after the Fall ; and in the 
comes ne Time of the Law, with the:advare 
effectual. tage of all outward Helps and Im- 
provements. And man's free-will 
ill failing and falling with abb out- 
ward helps, this failing of mankind 
cries out for izward help, even for 
the effectual and ſure grace of the 
new Covenant, and for the Media- 
tor of it, after whoſe coming this 


grace 


1 
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grace is molt plentifully to be diſpen- 
ſed. When the World lies in its blood, 
and in groſs darkneſs, and the ſhadow 
of death, then is the fitteſt time for 
the day-ſpring from on high to viſit it. 
Accordingly now comes Chriſt Jeſus 


into the World, and he comes full 


of Grace and Truth, even of that 
grace which creates t14th in the in- 
ward parts, writes the Law in the 
Heart, and not in Tables of Stone. 
For as the Law was by Ma ſes, even 
that dead Letter, which found man's 
heart ſtony, and ſo left it. So came 
Grace and Truth by Chriſt Jeſus; 
even that grace which by the efficacy 
thereof turns hearts of tene into 
hearts of fle, and ſo. virites the 
Law of God in them, that the gates 
of Hell cannot prevail agaiuft them, 
nor blot out this Writing. And thus 
the world formerly dead in t eſpaſſes 


aud fins, doth riſe from the dead on 


a ſudden, and Chriſt giveth” it light 


and life, And whereas before, the 
| Serpent 
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Serpent generally: triumphed over 
Mankind, notwithſtanding any pow- 


er of f/ee-will, or any general grate 


attending it; ſo that the Kingdom 
of Satan ſuſtered violence; Now this 


chief ſeed of the Woman coming 
into the world with abundance of 
ſpirit, and grace eſfectual, the ſirong 
man is not only bound and caſt out 
of his holds, but his ſubjects fly from 
him through all Nations, and ſo 
flock to this King of Glory and 
grace, that they come flying like 
Doves to the windows of the Church 
from every Nation; yea, they fly to 
it, through loſſes, ind torments and 
varieties of death. And fo both for 
the eminence in Fervonr, and the 
multitude in Number, this Time is 
generally called the Ae of gu; 

the fame in ſence though in” py 
words which the Herald JOG and 
the King Chriſt Jeſus call The King 


8 2. & dom of Heuden; for both of them 


= 7 he Kingiome * heaven is a 
hand. 
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hand. And indeed when effettual 

grace is molt plentifully ſhed into 

the hearts of. men, then are men 

moſt plentifully made the Subjecis of 

God, and then it may moſt truly 

be ſaid, that the Kingdom of heaven 

is at hand. 

And thus eſpecially, and moſt ap- xxv1; 

parently is fulfilled, the great Promiſe he Promites 
of the ſeed of the woman; and the fulfills his 


own pro- 
ſame promiſe renewed in br adi miſe, of = 


Is thy ſeed ſhallall the Nations of thi A r 
Earth be bleſſed. After the coming 
of the Head of this ſeed, the body 
of this ſeed comes-in following the 
Head, and 'joyniny with it, and ſo 
making up the promiſed ſeed of the 
woman, and the ſeed of Abraham. 
And ſurely it is no more than need, 
that the Promiſer by ſending his Gori 
with abundance of grace, do raiſe up 
his ſeed, and ſo perform his own Pro- 
miſe : For free-wil] hitherto hath 
made no ſeed of the woman, neither 
is it likely to beget any ſons, but 
ſervants. 
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| err vants. Wuerelore that the Pc 

miſer may not come ſhort of his pro- 

miſe, He will not leave the perfor- 

mance of t to man's jree-will ; but 

he that made the promiſe will per- 

form what he hath promiſed. For 

ſo indeed, and ſo only is the promiſe Ine 

L ure of Performance. And accordingiy 

15 Abraham doth not faſten his Faith 

= on man's free will for the perfor- 

mance of God's promiſe, but on God 

that promiſed. He was ſtrong in 

Jaith (ſaith the Apoſtle) giving glory 

to God; aud being fully perſwaded, 

that what he had promiſed he was 

able to perform. Yea, this' very faith 

is imputed to him for Righteouſueſs : 

So that it deſerves well to be weigh- 

ed, Whether they that have not this 

Po of Abraham, have Abrahant* 

righteouſneſs : And whether they be 

Sons of promiſe who give not the 

glory of their being ſons to the 
grace. of the Promiſer. 


2 


Hows 
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However, certain it is that the 


Promiſer begets the promiſed ſeed by 


ve tue of the promiſe, And herein 
was Jſaac a Type of all the other 


ſons of Abraham : For as Iſaac was Rows 4.20 


ir{t;promiled to Abrabam, and then © 
born of the, promiſe by the power of 


the promiſer ; ſo the ſeed of "Abra-. Ge. 21. =o 


ham promiſed to him out of all Na- 


71 
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tions, is born of the prumiſe, by the Ren. 5. 5. 
free, ſure, and effectual grace of the g 28. 


promiſer. 
But that we may more plainly diſ- 


Chriſt being ſhed more abundantly* © 
ind generally, hath produced this 
promiſed ſeed out of all Nations of 
the World: Let us look into the 
Story and ſtate of this Time of 
trace, and therein take notice of the 
Eliects of this grace: And I doubt 
not but theſe Etects will ſhew it 
plainly, not to be a free-will grace, 

but 


XXVII. 


Proved by 


ern, that it is the efectual grace of ſundry et- 


feats of 
the e Covenant, (and not man Sees = the 


fee will) which after the coming of —_ * 


— —⅛— 


— . — — 
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but grace effeFual which hath be- 
gotten this ſeed, and made the King- 
dom of heaven to ſuffer violence, pre- 
ſently after the appearance of the 

28 King of this Kingdom. 
3 A firſt Effect and Event, of which 
| we take noticein this Time of Grace, 
s 4 general Riſing of the World 
gaAtcter a general falling. It was be- 
fore ſhewed, that all Nations walked 
in their own ways, which were ways 
ol darkneſs, and of the ſhadow of 
Death. An univerſal corruption and 
pollution had over-ſpread the face 
of the earth; and the ſtate of the 
Nations or Gele win this, "That 
they knew not God, that they ſerved 
dumb Idols, that they committed filthi- 
neſs even with greedineſs. But now 
on a ſudden, even preſently after the 
appearing of the Mediator of the 
new Covenant, out of theſe Catho- 
lick Ruins, there ariſeth a Catholick 
Church; And whereas hefore, one 
man could ſcarcely be found in Je- 


ruſalem, 
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ruſalem, one City of the world, tho 
ſearched with a candle (all other Na- 
tions being without God, and with- 


out Hope,) Now the Knowledge of 


God, attended with Faith, Here, 


4 


and Love, beginning firſt ar Jeruſa- Luke 24.4% 


lem, goeth through all Nations, and 
out of them makes and gathers into 
one body the diſperſed ſeed of the 
woman, under the Head of this Body, 
and the chief ſeed Chriſt Jeſus. 


And now can any man think, that 


the ſame and ng other Cauſe hath 
produced this ew and ſtrange effect 
(even the Reviving, and Reſurre- 
ction of the World from the dead) 
but that which brought it to the 
ſtate of death? ſhall we ſay that free- 
will which delivered up mankind 
into this miſerable eſtate of general 
Corruption, hath ſtarted up on a 
fudden, and that juſt at that time 
of the coming of our Saviour, and 
being the ſame that it was before, 


and attended with the ſame grace, 


G bath 
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hack brought fortli 4 een Eftects, 


even an univerſal Helineſs, out of an 
univerſal Corruption? Surely it is 


moſt likely that the ſame Cauſe . 


would have brought forth the ſame 


effects, at leaſt not ſo contrary : And 


if the ſame Cauſe would have brought 
forth not the ſame, but ſuch diffe- 
rent and contrary effects; why did 


it not do it at ſome other time, as well 
as now ? For zow only we ſee theſe 


effects, when the Mediator of the 
new Covenant doth appear with à 
fulneſs of Grace and Truth, » Surely 
if free-wil] had now on a ſudden ſtart- 
ed up, having no other grace but that 
which before was common and gene- 
ral, and had now raiſed the World 
from death, into which before the 
ſame free-will had caſt it; this 'Time 
ſhould be called rather, he Time of 
free-will, than the time of Grace. For 
now had yree-will wrought wonders 
in the world, even that great wonder 


of raiſing a dead Morid into life; and 


it 
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FY.- -- 
it had done it with one and the {ame 
grace, but the ſucceſs of this grace was 
made different only by the vertue of 
freemwill. 

But what a great ſacrilege is it, ſo 
to rob God of the glory of his mighty 
grace, and to give the ſame glory to 
weak man, and his inconſtant V ee- 
will? How much more juſt, reaſon- 
able, and pious were it, to give to God, 
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ahe things that are God's? And ſince 


read that the Son faith of himſelf, 
that if he were lifted up from the Earth, Job. 12. 34. 
he would draw. all Nations to him: 
when we ſee all Nations thus drawn 
to him after his lifting up, what ſhall 
we ſay but that He hath drawn them? 
Agreeably whereunto the Church. 
(which conſiſteth of all Nations) 
faith to him in the Canticles, Draw 
me and we will run after thee. And 
God himſelf faith to Abraham, con- 
cerning this Turning and Drawing 
of the Nations from death unto life ; 
[ have made thee a Father of many 6.17.4, 5: 
G 2 Na- - 
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| Nati: ns, even Ged that cuickneth the 
dead. Yea, the Father bourd him- 

ſelf by promiſe to give theſe Nations 

to his Son, when he made him King 

Pfal, 2. 6.8, upon the holy hill of Sion: The Ca- 
tholick Church is a gift of the Fa- 

ther to the Son; and indeed who 

ſhould give a wife to the Son, but the 

Father of both ? and this gift of the 

Father the Son himſelf acknowled- 


geth, when he faith, No man can 


Job. 6. 44. come unto me except the Father which 

hath ſent me, draw him : and again, 
1 19. 2. Thou haſt given the Son power over all 

fleſh, that he ſhould give eternal life, 

to as many as thou haſt given him. And 
Heb, 2. 13. behold I and the children which God 
hath given me : Therefore when we 
ſee this giving and drawing of the 
World to Chriſt and ſalvation, after a 
general overflow of /in and corruption: 
Let us attribut this effect to the great 
Drawer, and Giver of ſouls to his 
Son. Let us ſay that not free-wil 
hath drawn them 3 it ſelf hath 


{lain, 
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flain, but ſome operative, mighty, and 
effeftual grace of God hath drawn the 
wills of men, and made them one ſpi- 
rit with Chriſt Jeſus in an heavenly 
marriage. 
the Father of Spirits hath ſent down 
with his Son abundance of Spirit (the 
promiſe of the new Covenant) and 
that thence comes this abundance of 
{piritual generation: And thus is ful- 
filled his Oath' to Abraham, in multi- 


plying: 1 will multiply thy ſeed. as the Gen, 22. 17: ö 
Pars in heaven; and in tin ſeed ſhall all 


the Nations: of the eurth be bleſſed : 
Behold now the chief ſeedJeſus Chriſt, 
in whom all Nations are to be bleſſed: 


Let us acknowledge that 


And behold alſo with him a ſeed aut 


of all Nations, to be hleſſed in him; a 


ſerd formerly dead by free auill, but 
yuickned and raiſed to life and bleſſed- | 
nel according. to promiſe, by God's 


drawing, operative, and effeual grace) 


A ſecond Effect, that will not ac- wax, | 
ee general grad s „ 


the. Cauſe of ity but neceſlarily 
Lick 83 


im- 
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imports ſome free, ſpecial and eflectual 
grace, is this; That now in the Time 


„ of Grace, God is found of them that 
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Rom, 11. 7. 


ſought him not, while Others that have 

the zeal of God, and ſeek righteouſneſs, 
find not God: The not ſeeking Gen- 
tile findeth God and righteouſneſs, 
while the ſeekiag Jeu findeth neither 
God nor righteouſneſs. 

True it is, that firſt the Goſpel be- 
gan to be preached in Jeruſalem, and 
the firſt plants, and planters of it wete 
Jews; but even in the Primitive times 
it took no ſuch large Root in the Na- 
tion of the Jews, as it did after in 
ſundry Nations of the Gentiles ; for 
St. Paul ſpeaking of the generality of 
that Nation in his time, faith, Iſrael 
hath not obtained that which it Leber: | 
And, There is but a Renmant ſaved 
according to the Election of Grace. Yea, 
Chriſt himſelf faith to Paul: Make 
hafte aud get thee quickly out of Jeruſa- 


"7 22. 2-16. lem, For they, will not receive t i- 


$1 I. 
ber, 2 
3 f k 0 . - 
EY %, 
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way hd me: But of the Gentiles he 
ct faith, 


ce 
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faith, Depart for I will ſend thee far 
hence to the Gentiles, To open their 


eyes, and to tum them from dark- hap. 26.18; 


neſs to light, from the power of Satan 
unto Cod. But in ſucceeding Ages, 
this different ſucceſs much more ap- 
peared, the Fews fleece growing {till 
more dry, while the Gentiles were 
ſtill more watered with = dew of 
grace. | 

And now what ſhall e for Ne ee 
will and common grace: and what ſhall 


we attribute to'them i in this eminent 


faith of the Gentiles? ſhall we ſay that 


free will and general grace gave them a 


fitneſs to find God? But withal let 
us take notice of the fitueſs it Tells 
which was this, That they fought not 
God, And then all being put roge- 
ther mult ariſe to this Pofiti tion; ; Th. 
free-will and common ' grace &o fr men 


to find God by not ſeeking him © or, that 
not ſeeking of God is the feneſs by which 


free-will attended with common grace 


doth bring men to find God. Even jolt 


d 
as 


— 
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as St. PaitÞs breathing out threatuings 

and flanghters, was a Preparation of 
- feee-will to his Converſion. 
But how much more reaſonable and 
juſt were it, to give the gli of their 
finding God to the free, powerful, and 
effectual grace of God which finds 
them whom free-will. hath blinded, 
and ſo made unable and unfit to find 
God, and by finding them makes 
them able and willing to find him. 

A free grace it muſt needs be, for 
not ſeeking God can make no tie up- 
on God, to be e found. of them that ſeck 
him nor; and a powerful grace it mult 
be, which finding the Will averſe 
from ſeeking Lana it about, and makes 

it both tq ſeek and to find: And in- 
deed Gott s. 271 being the End, of 
his Grace, « God. hath more glory by 
being found of the not- ſeeking Gen- 
tile, than of the ſeeking Fews; For 
the Jew being a ,free-will, man, and 
ſtanding upon terms of Juſtice with. 
God, and undertaking 1 to latisha and. 
| Pay 


— ]. 
— 5 
* 


Wherefore as God for his own. glory 


_ Gentilethat findeth this effect in him- 
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pay him with a legal righteouſneſs : If 
God ſhould give ſuch a one the grace 
to find him, how ſhould he have the 
glory of his grace from theſe Jews, 
which think themſelves already ſuf- 
ficiently able to find him by their own 
Abilities, without any ſuch new ſup- 
ply ? Wherefore theſe rich and full L 1. $3; 
ones are ſent empty away ; but the 
Gentiles being known and confeſſed 
ſinners, God is ſure to have all the U. 1123 
glory of the grace which he giveth to. 

them ; it being impoſſible that they | 


ſhould take to themſelves the glory | 
of finding God, who mutt needs ac- 


knowledge, that they ſought him not. 


in the time of grace by his free and ef- 
fectual grace, doth bring to paſs this | 
effect; that the not-ſeeking Gentile = 
doth find God, ſo this not-ſeeking = 


ſelf muſt needs wholly aſcribe it unto | 
Grace, and accordingly put away the 
the glory of it from himſelf, and give 


— — 
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it only to the Per of this grace, 
which alone produceth it. And the 
like glory ſhall hereafter be given to 
God by the Jew now ſhut up under 
unbelief: For when Jews have lain 


many hundred of years under a mani- 


feſt unbelief, then their Converſion, 


— r ze, and belief (the vail being taken away) 


2 Ger; 3; x5, hall manifeſtly be Bn to be 


T6, 


N 
A third 


grace, 


e. 


Ar, i: 26. Goſpel makes the weak, the oli, 


wrought by the ſole Mercy of God, 
and the effetual grace of his Spirit. 


When Jſrael, in ſuch a length of time 


ſeeketh a Saviour but findeth not ; 


when he doth find, it muſt be ac- 
knowledged. tha+ noe Wael, but the 


Grace of Election hath obtained and 
found, what 1ſrael. fo long ſought, 
but found not. 


A third working in this Time of 


1 


| work of ef Grace, which cannot come from free- 
* TECTU 


will. Accompanied with natural, or 
common grace, but muſt needs iſſue 


from eſpecial and efjetual grace is 
this: That moſtly the grace of the 


and 
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and thoſe that are not, (in the eye of 
the world) to excel in Faith and Holi- 
nels the Mighty, the Wiſe and Emi- 
nent: thoſe that are inferior in Natu- 
ral abilities, are ſuperior in Faith and 
Holineſs : Yea, they fo excell thoſe 
that were before more excellent than 
themſelves that they make them a- 
ſhamed, who before deſpiſed them. 
And when the ſtones which the Buil- 


ders do reject and refuſe, are made the Mat. 21. 45; 


chief Stones in the Building, ſhall we 
fay that this is free-wills doing ? or 
ſhall we not ſay, this is the Lord's do- 


ing, and marvellous in the eyes of car- 


nal and natural Reaſon, which mea- 
ſureth God's Diſpenſations, by its 
own ſhort and narrow line? For the 
natural man would by all means be- 
ieve, that if there were any wiſdom to 
be known, myſteries to be believed, 
vertues to be done, the | wiſe, noble, 
and thoſe whom they call Alle men, 
were moſt likely to know, believe, 


and do them, becauſe by! ſuch abili- 


ties, 


N 
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ties, the free-wills of men are moſt 


likely to be bended and directed to 


Job. 7.48. 


As q. 26, 
27. 


ver, 11» 


the moſt excellent objects. And this 
the chief Doctors and Politicians a- 
mong the Jews plainly profeſs, when 
they ask, Do any of the Rulers, or 
Phariſees believe in him? As if it were 
an infallible Axiom in the Logick and 
Language of free-will, that if Chriſt 


were to be believed on, none would 


do it more freely and roundly than 
the Rulers and Phariſees, the Politi- 
cians and Scholars. But the Scriptiue 
it ſelf denies the Conſequence; and 
plainly ſhews that the Rulers were ga- 


thered together againſt the Lord, and 


azainſt his Chriſt ? And this is the 
Stone that was ſet at naught of you 
builders. © And therefore St. Paul, 
when he looks about for Bel:evers, 


he cannot find thele wiſe men among 


them, and thereupon is fain to cry 


3 ar. 1. a0. out, where is the wiſe ? where is the 


Scribe ? where is the diſputer of the 
world? The learned Scribes among 
the 
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the Jews, and the diſputing Philoſo- 
phers : among the Gentiles, who ſeem 
10 the World to be the VMiſdom of the 
world, neither know nor embrace the 
Wiſdom of God; yet unlettered and 
unlearned- Fiſhermen, by Faith and 
Live do ſhame their learned unbelief 

and contempt of God and his Chriſt. Aa: 4 18, 
125 And now when we ſee Welukneſ® 
thus to overcome ft ength, can we 
think that any common or general thing 
can bring this advantage on the ſide 
-of diſadvaritage In the things which 
are common we ſee the advantage on 
the ſide of JY/7 hom, Learning ald E- 

ducarion ; - and therefore there muſt be 
ſome ſpecial and Adventitious Addi- 
tien to overcome this ad vantage, and 
to turn it into a diſadvantage; Where 
one ballance is over-weighed by ano- 
ther through a great difference of 
weights; if we ſee the lighter on a 
ſudden to weigh down' the heavier, 
we preſently look about for ſome 
Hand that hath drawn down the 
* lighter, 
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lighter, and made it to overcome the 
. heavier., And ſo when we ſee the 
- wiſe ſo much to overcome the fooliſh, / 
the able the weak; yet withal do find 


again that the fooliſh doth excel the 0 
wiſe, by whom he was excelled, and * 
the weak the able; how can we chuſe le 
but look up for ſome hand of divine * 
power and Efficacy, that hath thus * 


changed the ballances, and made the th 
lighter to overcome the heavier? And |, 

indeed thus doth God moſt manifeſtly 
purchaſe. his Glory, the end of his 1; 
grace. For the wiſe and great men || 1, 
of the world are like Gideon's Army, 
Jug: 7. 3» too great for. God to get Glory by 
them. They will fay that their own Ini 
Wit, and their own Ability hath gi- |. 
ven them their excellency, and ſo they |... 


will take the Glory of it from Cd to 0 
themſelves. But when the weak ir 
and fooliſh do believe and obey, and |. 
in their Faith and Holineſs excel the 


wiſe and able; their weakneſs and 
jolly cannot take God's Glory from 
him; 


k © 
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him; ſince to weakneſs, and folly be- 
long nothing but /hame and confuft on 


of face. Therefofe they put away all 
glory from themſelves unto God, and 


they glory in Him, who by his power- 
fal grace hath. given them an excel- 
lency above thoſe that excelled them; 
and hath made their deſpiſed folly 


and weaknels to ſhame and confound 


that Wiſdom and Abllity, which be- 
fore deſpiſed and ſhamed them. 5 


2 


Laſtly, for a Corollaty and an abun- xxx1. 


dant: Confirmation. Let us hear the 


A ſuper add- 
ed proof of 


Mediator of: the New Covenant of grace, effectual 


teaching the Efficacy of his own grace 


the Head to the Body. For ſo he doth 


while he teacheth ind delivereth 3 It to 
them who are to teach, and deliver 
it: to the whole Ghareh : Vea he deth 


not only teach it "Men, but he Com- 
mands men to ſpeak it to God. And 


indeed a Doctrine: which came from 


God, may well be:: preſented: to God. 


b H 2 And 


grace, from - 
the Lord's 


in his Time. of grace, yea let us hear * 
him delivering it to his whole Church, 5 
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And if it ought to be ſpoken un 


God, how much more ought it to 
be affirmed before men? And in- 
deed before all men muſt it be affirm- 
ed, which by all men ought to be 
ſpoken and repeated: No doubt a 


Catholic Doctrine, which Chriſt will 


have to be confeſſed, and preſented 
to God by the Catholic Church. 


This Doctrine is contained Abet 
Catholick Prayer, wherein the whole 


Church meeteth with one mouth, 


and (as it is fit for us to WN with 
one Faith and Hear. 
In this Prayer, God himſelf . | 
eth the Church to pray unto God, and 


he teacheth her to pray for theſe 
great Effects of grace, that his King- 
dom may come, and his will may be 


dune. He teacheth us not to pray for 


a meer Ability to effect, but for the 
Effects themſelves, even that the one 
may come, and the other may be done. 
He teacheth us not to pray meerly 
for Free- wills, and common grace, and 


that 
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that it may be left to the choice of 
our free-wills, Whether by the good 
uſe of this grace, our free- wills will 
make God's Kingdom come, and his 
will to be done: But he teacheth us 
to pray down right, that his Kingdom 
may come, and his Will may be done, 
even that theſe eſects may + aſficredly 


be produced. According to which 


Divine Pattern, the bleſſed ſervant of He. 13. 20, 


his Maſter doth pray, that the God of * 
Peace would make them perfect i in eve-- 


ry good work, working: in them that 


| which is well pletifinig in his fight. By 
| which Prayers as we are taught to 


pray unto God alone to grant theſe 
effects, ſo we are taught, that the ef. 
fieacy of grace which worketh theſe 
effects cometh from Him, to whom 
we muſt pray for them. Nd ſo by 


this Prayer as well as by other places 


of Scripture we learn, that it is God % . : 


that vr ket h in us both to wil and to Exch, 346, 


do; And therefore our Saviour right 
ly direts his Church; not to feels 


70715 H 3 good- | 
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good-willing and doing of our ſelves. 
3 * own free-will, but of God the 
nd powerful Author of them.. 
And indeed he knew well that thus,. 
and thus oxly there would be a Cers 
tainty of the coming of his Kingdom, 
and of doing of his will; if we ſeek to 
God by whoſe effectual power, the 
one doth come, and the other is done.. 
| And on the other fide he knew alſo. 
| (by Divine wiſdom, and Human ex- 
| perience) that if it were left to man's 
| 
| 


* - 


. 
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* 
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fre will, whether this Kingdom 
ſhould come, or this will be done, 
there would be no ſure coming of 
the Kingdom, nor ſure doing of the 
will. Yea by all former experiments. 
it would rather be fure that neither 
the Kingdom would come, nor the 
wil be done; for ſuch hitherto have 
4 been the miſerable conſequences. of 
4 | Hee-will. * 
ie But therefore becauſe God bath 
1 promiſed a Kingdom to Chriſ, even 
it A2 Kingdom-that 1. of 1 
at 
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* 
% 


that ſhall do his will, he doth not 
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leave the performance to the uncer- 
tainty of man's free-will (much leſs 
doth he leave his promiſe to. be bro- 
ken by free-wil if it liſt) but he makes 
good his own- promiſe, by his own. 
effectual and unfailing grace. And as 
God that promiſed, this perſormeth 
his promiſe, ſo by this prayer we are 
directed to ſeek him for this perform 
ance. 0 
So are theſe Petitions like fo many 
Canons overthrowing and diſmount- 
ing the Laws and Canons of free- ill. 
For by thoſe Laws we cannot pray to 
God for theſe effects, but only for a 
meer Ability toward them. Having 
prayed for a meer ability to make the 
Kingdom to come and the will to he 
done, then if we will pray any far- | 
ther for the effects themſelves, we | 
muſt pray to our own. free-wills for | 
them; And ſo put our own free-uills. = 1 50 
in God's place, which is moſt blaſphe- 
mous 1 impious; Let how can this. 
benigꝛr o monſirous 
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monſtrous Impiety be avoided by 
them? For how can they pray to Gd 
for- theſe effects which they do not: | |, 
believe to be wrought by him? and. | 
kow can they chuſe but pray to their 
own freewills for theſe effects, if they 
believe them to be wrought by their 
Free- willi? And their prayer to God: 
muſt run in this ſhape or deformed- 
neſs; Lord let thy Kingdom be at my 
pleaſure, and thy will at the will of. 
my Free-will whether that ſhall. comes 
or this ſball be done; But to their own 
free-vills,, malt they ſay Let God's 
Kingdom come, and his | will be done - 
An horrible confuſion and overturn- 
ing of our Saviour's abſolute: and Ca- 
tholick Pattern; and a moſt miſera- 
ble and baſe Ertor, that ſo; weakens. 
the wits of the deceived, that they 
cunnot rightly ſayche Lord's prayer. 
And as it doth not ſuffer them 
rightly to uſe this Prqer, ſo neither 
doth. it allo them to give God 
Nya 6for the grant of thei 'Prririons: 
nne contained 
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contained in this Prayer. For how 
can they praiſe God for the coming 
of his Kingdom into their ſouls or for 


the ſubmiſſion and conformity of 


their will to the will of God, if they 
do not believe that God makes his 


Kingdom to come into them, and his 
wil to be done by them? They may 


perchance thank God * for their free 


wills, and for common grace, | both 
which are given to others as well as d 
to themſel ves; even to ſuch who do x 
not ſuffer God's Kingdom to come in- 

to them nor his will to be done 9 
them. But chat S King dom comes 

into themſelves, and his Wil is done 

by them, having receiyed from God 


no more than the former refractory 
Rebels, whom: ſhall they thank for 


_ theſe different effetts but. themſelves 


and their own freewills ? And thus 


do they fall into a more ſhameful or 
ſhameleſs Pride and unthankfulneſs 


than the proud Pharifee himſelf: For 
n Tae (perchance for very 
2 


— 


— ns 


' 


= 0 1 thank: thee · O Father, 
that 1 am not like other men But, 
theſe 1 men bind themſelves to ſay; I. 
thank thee O mine own ſelf, or O mine 


0H free-will, that I am: uot like other 
men. 
l; How * better were it to 
' obey the. King. of grace and. Glory, 
| when he teacheth us to pray to Cd 
that his Kingdom may cume unto ud, 
N. James l. ſo chat we may 'be differenced by Him | 
N — from other men who are rebellious 1 
& and diſobedient: And withal upon &« 
the ſame grounds to give Preiſe unto, | / 
God. for. any. difference. that is be. 
tween Us and the worſt. o men? And 1 
hereunto the Doctrine of the moſt | 
learned King of the Chriſtian World. 4 
inviteth US, _ while he .commenteth 10 


upon theſe Petitions of the King. of. 
Kings. He faith that Is this Petition,. 
Thy. Kingdom. come, wwe deſire that the 
Church of God may more be ſpread up- 
on the face f the earth, and that the 
Nionber of the Elect may be Converted 
an 
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and likewiſe that bis will may be done 


in Earth, as it is in Heaven; (The ef- 
fect which the Kingdom of Heaven in 


this Earth will produce.) And thus 


'to God is aſcribed the Converting of 


the. Elect, and the coming of his 


Kingdom in ſuch powerful manner 
that it will produce this effect of do- 
ing his will, And thus we may both 


pray to him, and praiſe him for the 
coming of his Kingdom, and the glo- 


rious effect of it, which is the _ | 


| ef God's Mill. | 
And now it need not to be'won- 
dered at, if this Orthodox King, not 
long before his Death, did brand 
thoſe misbelievers, who croſſed this 


Doctrine by comparing them witng 
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the ancient Heretickt the Pelagiains:* We 
For ſurely if at any time, I think at 


the time which is neareſt to Death, 


the ſoul of every good Chriſtian: is 
- fartheſt from this Error, and moſt a- 


gainſt it. For then will he moſt zeal- 


| Ne and heartily pray that God's 
| Kingdom 
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Kingdom may ſpeedily and fully be 
fultilled in himſelf and the other em- 
bers of Chriſt; that they may be all 
conformed in their wwi//s unto. God's 
-will;; Not unlike to the dying pray” 
er of Chriſt himſelf, That they all 
-may:be one as thou ' Father art in me, 
and l in thee. And at that time alſp 
a Saint will be fartheſt off, from ta- 
king to himſelf the Glory and Praiſe 
due unto God, in regard of any 
effects of grate in him, or any differ- 
ence between himſelf, and the worſt 
of Publicans and! finners. So that my 
Charity can hardly think that any 
: Chriſtian, if he He awaked, can dhe 
an Arminian. 

n. But now Nabe we - part fend theſe 
Commands Petitions, let us make another ube of 
pray to the them. When we hear any Commands 

a out of God's word, to do God's will. 

Let us learn from theſe Petitions where 
wie muſt fetch Power to effect thefe| 
' Commands.” For by theſe and the like 
"Petitions we are taught, upon the 

| f\ hearing 
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Hah of ſuch Commands, to fetch 


from the Commander himſelf f effect- | 5 
ual. poteer to fulfill his Commands. | 1 
We muſt not with the Jews and their 
Sefaries, from theſe Commands ga- 
ther Arguments for free-will, but ra- 
ther proofs of our Need of grace and 
Help from the Commander. For if 
it be'obferved by any careful Reader 
of ' holy Mit, he mall find "that 
weightieſt Commands in Ser ipture, 
are paralelled with Petitions to the 
Commander for the effecting of thole 
his Commands. | 85 


If in one place God commands, x. 18.30; 
Make yon new Hearts and turn from®**"+ 
all you tranſgreſſions: In other places 
we find Petitions anſwered to theſe 
Commands; Create in me a tet pſal. pt. 16. 
945 and reneu 4 right ſpirit within! 
And Turn thou me, and I Jhall 


| be turned. If in one Gude we read 


theſe commands; That ue believe in, Job. 3 


Chriſt, and love one another: In other 2 Te, 1. oY 


places we ſhall read theſe Fetitions , 
* That 


- 
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Fi da God ui Fulfill, the work of 
| Luke 7. 3. Faith with j Power And Lord i inc. eaſe. | 
lo 23-07 our Faith... And that Chriſt may 
| | Phil, 1.9. duell i in their Hear ts by Faith ; That. ; 
'F they may be rooted and i mr | 1 
| love; And, that love may abound N 
1 more and more. Briefly the Scripture, | | 
is full of theſe Peritious. And in this j 
| point the 119th Pſalm is a Breif of ; 
the Scripture, And agreeable hereto | 2 
7 
1 


ll | was the Liturgie both in the Petitions 
| for the King ; That God would keep 
i him in holineſs and righteouſueſs of 
life; And that God would rule his 
heart in Faith, Fear and Love; and 
- likewiſe in Petitions. for the whole 
Congregation ; that God would give 
them an heart to love and dread him, 
and diligently to live after his Com- 
mandments ;. that they. may live a 
godly, righteous, and ſober life, and 
that they may bring forth the * 
of 90 * 


Now 
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Now moſt manifeſt it is, that * — 
Commands thus ſeconded with Petiti- and 1 
ons, do directly turn our eyes from pon. 
our ſelves unto God, to fetch from 
him the fulfilling of his Commands. 

And ſo we are plainly taught, that 

| not our own free-wills by their move 

ing and managing of grace, but God's 

powerful and effeFual grace moving 

and actuating our wills, cauſeth the 

will of God to be done by us on 
Met as it is done in = 
Thus it appears that the main Bo- 


] 
; 
) 
I 
ay and frame of the Ford, is an En- 
e 
e 
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tire Confetation of rhe  ſutceſs of free 


will, and a mighty Affirmation of the 
Need of God's Nena. ace. For, 
„ with an united voice, it Joch ſpeak 


= [aloud to the world, that eil 
a | with common grace, will but make | 
d | work for fiſtice, and 5. fifie juſtice a 
bor ik will loſe man, and leave hin - 
iinexcuſable in his lofs. But God's | 

ſpecial and effeftnal grace alone doth 1 
mga Holineſs, and ſo leads men g 
L 3 ſafely 


j 1 "Tye GREAT ORACLE. : 
8 — 3 oath, 2 — 


ſafely t. to Glory. And in the ſafety 
„ ol men wrought by this grace, ſtands 
ai Plot of God's Glory; this being 
[ the ſeed F the weman, which he 
hath undertaken by Promiſe to make 
victorious over the ſeed of the Ser- 
gent; and this being the Seed of Al- 
raham, to whom he-hath promiſed 


bleſſedpeſs, and the Land. that fow- 

eth with Milk and. Honey; and this 

being the Church and. Body of Chriſt 

to whom a promiſe is given, that the | 

Me, 16.18, Gates of Tel fall x not 8 evail againſt 
it. 
So that they FR run — this J 

grace, run againſt the whole ſtream 

and current of the Scripture, they run | 
againſt mam Salvation, and which 
is worſt of all againſt the Plot of God's 
Glory.. But let them know again, 
that if they run againſt the Nord « 

God, and the Glory of God, yea if 

they run againſt the Salvation of his 

Church, which he hath undertaken ; 
The ſame God, whole this Church, 
and 


r © OO Oar OE I 


Puts 
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a: Mord, and Glory are; will run 
againſt them, and make good his 
Church and Word and Glory againſt 
them. It is a fearful thing to make 
war with the living God; Eſpecially 
ſuch a war as goeth about to take a- 
way his Glory from him, which he 
will not give to any other. Let us re- 
member the fatal iſſue of fighting 
with God; Theſe ſhall make war with 
the Ib. and the Lamb all over- 
come them, for he is Lord of Lord's, 
and King of King's : And who" ever 
fought againſt God, and proſpered. 
Wherefore much rather let the 
Counſel of Gamaliel be acceptable; 


Rev, 17. 14. 


Jobs 4. 


Be ye not found Fighters agarft God. _ 5.38, 


For as it is moſt certain that the E-*? 
nemies of God ſhall be overthrown ; 3 
ſo is that alſo moſt certain which the 
ſame Gamaliel ſaid, that if this Do- 


Arine be of God, it canmt be over- 


thrown. No that it is of God, 
hath been ſhewed' before and thatie 
connot be overthrown, "Time and 

I 3 Ex- 


———— 


7 
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Experience have proved. For as in 
all TI imes the ſons of Grace have ac- 


knowledged that grace by which 


they were begotten; ſo more notably 


and apparently, ever ſince this Do- 


ctrine of. grace was cleared againſt 
the pelagians, by bleſſed St Auguſtine, 
(a man whom Grace had . raiſed to be 


a defender of Grace) it bath lived, 


and ſtood ſtrong againſt the Enemies 


of Grace; God's Hand hath: {till 
maintained God's own Cauſe. 
Both which the profound Brad- 


Ae hitherto an irrefragable Do- 


Gor, excellently ſheweth ; He ſhew- 


eth it to be the Cauſe of- God, not. 


only in the Title, but the Body of 


his Book. And he ſheweth. in the 
preface, that God's own Hand main- 
taineth his own Caſe, when he ſaith, 


that in his wreſtling with Pelagius, 


not his own but God's ſtrength made 
him a Conqueror, whom otherwiſe. 
Pelagius | had foyled, And hence it 
may that 'thaugh, then (as himſelf 

faith) 


een“ 
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faith) the Prieſts of Baal were jour 
hundred, and himſelf but one, yet he 
feared not to encounter them: And 
we ſee with what ſucceſs; For his 
work liveth and flouriſheth in the 
Church, and he in it; but they with 
their Hereſies are gone into Darkneſs, 
even into Upper, if not utter dark- 
neſs; into the darkneſs of oblivion 
in this World; howſoever it fare 
with them, in regard of the utter 
darkneſs in the wor/d below. 
True it is, and it may not denyed, 
but the natural man, being only born 
of a free-will Root that is of the: firſt. 
Adam, ſeeth not beyond Free-will, 
and therefore bends all the force of 
natural Wit to prove that which it 
ſeeth, and to diſprove what it ſeeth 
not. And hence it is that Philoſo- 
phers, Juſtitiaries, and Politicans are 
ſo vehement and entice-for free-will. 
And indeed by this Reaſons, theſe 


that are moſt eminent in natural abi- 


lities; will be moſt earneſt for it. 
921 But 


P ˙ 
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allow others tu hold that Which they 
_ fee 
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But on the other fide, Efettual grace 
is a gift of the ſecond Adam, and ſo 
without the Horizon of the firſt, and 
of thoſe that are meerly er 
from him. It is a new Name which 
nous do know, but thoſe that: haue it: 

No wonder then if it be oppoſed 
by them that have it not, and there- 


fore know it not: As it were allo a 


great wonder, if they that know it 
ſhould deny it, becauſe they that 
know it not, do deny it. To de- 


mand this were moſt unreaſonable : 
Rather let their blindneſs be guided 


by the fight of others than the „t 
of others be guided by their b/iudueſs. 
For if the blind lead the ſeeing, they 
will both (but the ſeeing moſt wil- 
N inexcuſably) fall into the 
ditc 


But if Some will been 


bold what they fee, even Bebi 


with the Remaindem of Natural 
grace, let them by the ſame Reaſon 
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ſee :. And they ſee plainly, that b) 1 c 15-164 
the grace of God they are whit they * 


ELC 


” are; and that not they but theeffectu- 
d | + grace of God in them hath made 
þ | them to differ from the worſt of men. 
,. | And hereupon they deſire that it 
4 | may be lawful for them to give /e 
1 -whole.glory of their Difference, Safe- 
oa | and Stability, not to themſelves 
ii | and their own free-wills, but to God; 

a> | that ſo when they glory, they may i ou. i. 241 
24 glory in the Lord which Glory iss“, 
"4 the main End, __ of this Ara 
1 and this Wark. 

bs » And ada let this Work 
5 5 in the words of Saint Paul; God 


Hall preſerve us unto his heavenl 

Y | Kingdom; To him be Glory for ever a he 
| and ever. Amen. 

be St. Auguſtine Enchirid. Cap. 9H 

4 5 A imo ac ſaluberrimo Sacramento 

7 univerſa Facies, ac ut ita dixe- 

1 rim, vultus ſanctarum ſcripturarum 

9 bene intuentes id admonere invenitur, 


ut Jui 9111 iatur, in Domi no giierur. 
zuin Luther 


— 
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Luther de ſervo Arbitrio. Cap. 208. 
D ultimam hujus libri partem 
duenimus, qua ut promifimus, co- |t 
"pias noſtras producere debemus contra 
liberum Ai bitrium, ſed eas non pro- 
ducemus omnec, qui, enim hoc effecerit. |pr« 
par vo libello, cum uni ver ſa So iptura ſco 
a nobis ſet per fingulos apices & lite- 


TAS. 


Hiſt. Concil. Trid. Lib. 2. 
T HE moſt eſteemed DIVINES | 
among them, thought the De- 
Erine of free Election working by | 
effectual grace to be Cathalick, Gr. 
But ſome others, though of leſs e- 
ſteem, oppoſed this opinion, Cc. 
The firſt opinion, as it is myſtical 
ad and hidden, keeping the mind hum- 
ble and relying on God, without any 
confidence in it ſelf; knowing the 
deformity of ſin, and the excellency 
of Divine grace; ſo this ſecond Wis 
plauſible and popular, cheriſhing hu- 
mane preſumption, and making a 
_ ſhew, and it pleaſed more the 
predicant 


a 


* E > 
k, 4 
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predicant Fryers, than the under- 


ſtanding Dwvines.” And the Cour- 
tiers thought, it probable, as con- 
ſonant to politick reaſons. The De- 
fenders of this uſing humane reaſons, 
prevailed againſt the others, but 
coming to the Teſtimonies of the 
SCRIFTURES, they were mani- 
ſeflly overcome. 


. 
nd - 4 


- 
"Ts YL 
= 


SCF) I | | r 0 
1 4 D .. - d . 
8 2 - 13 | 
” > T — : * y 6: Act ah i: «pray. r 1 FS — TT — = 1 
G er ——_ WW R . *. f 


. 
1 * 0 #* 
. 
5 ' | LY 


: 


14 are. bi b þ 4 4 LF 3 1 5 
B OORS Printed for JOHN CLARK. 
IP 4 1 rr J „oerl ien 


THE Life of the Reverend Mr. 
George Troſſe, late Miniſter of 
— the Goſpel in Exon; contain- 
ing 1. An Abridgment of his own Nar- 
rative. 2. A Further Account of his 
1 Life and Death. 3. A Collection out of 
1 his Sermons, with ſome of his Letters. 
'Y To which is added, a Recommendato- 
Fo | ry Preface, by the Reverend Dr. Cala- 
1 my, Mr. Tong, and Mr, Evans, 8vo. 
23 Price bound 2 $. C 
. II. A Practical Diſcourſe concerning 
41 Human Bodies; eſpecially in their State 
4 of Gloriſication: By the Reverend Mr, 
Robert Fern, 8 uo. Price bound 15. 6 d. 
III. Divine Breathings : Or, Spiri- 
tual Meditations ſuited to the Occa- 
fion of breaking Bre 
cating in the Lords 
Reverend Mr Be 
bound 19. 10094 
IV. Grace giſco ver and admir'd * 
Or, the Voung man- Call to his Bre 
thren in his Experience of the wonder 
ful Work of God 5 his Soul, 42-20 
Price bound x s. 6 d. "eb | 
V. Plain Reaſons for Diſſenting from 
the Communion of the Church of Eng 
land;and the ſeveralObjections brought 
by Churchmen againſt the Diſſenters 
Anſwer' d. The Fourth Edition, 8vo 
Price 4 d. or 35. 6d. a Dozen. 


＋ 


